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From the Christian Observer. 
PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS ON MAT- 
THEW, Xxli 14, 


Many are called but few chosen. 


Who can hear this sentence with- 
out trembling ? [f our Saviour had 
said, that of all who were born few 
should be chosen, we might still 
hope, that we, who are baptized in 
his name, and who are few in com- 
parison of the whole race of men, 
might be of the number. But it is 
of those very persons who are called 
that he saith, few are chosen. 

1. By the call here spoken of, is 
meant God’s voice, making known his 
will to men, and calling them to act 
accordingly—inviting them to his 
Service here, and to the enjoyment of 
his presence hereafter. 

God calls us, in the first place, 

om darkness to light, from error 

d ignorance, to truth and know- 
edge, so as not to be occupied about 

emporal affairs only, but principal- 
'y, about the concerns of our souls. 
p Pet. ii. 9. 

He calls us, secondly, from super- 
tition and idolatry, to his worship 
id service ; not only from popish 
uperstition and heathenish idolatry, 
but from covetousness, or any other 
esire of the heart which we are 
isposed to idolize in God’s stead. 

Thess. i. 9; 1 Cor. x. 14; 
Ol. iii, 5. 

He calls us also from all manner 

sin and profaneness, to holiness 

d piety, both in our affections and 
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conduct. 1 Thess. iv. 7; Tit. ii. 
11,12. Ashe who hath called us 
is holy, so ought we to be holy in 
all manner of conversation. ‘Thus 
are we called to be a people zealous 
of good works, wholly devoted to 
God, and consecrated to his service. 
Our thoughts, affections, words, de- 
sires, every faculty of our souls, 
every member of our bodies, every 
action of our lives, should be holy. 

God sees our eagerness in the 
pursuit of vanity and temporal en- 
joyments, and he calls us to leave 
such fleeting and unsatisfying objects, 
that we may attend to the things 
which belong to our peace—to heav- 
en and eternal glory. He calls us 
likewise, not to be conformed to 
this world, but to be transformed 
by the renewing of our minds—te 
set our affections on things above— 
to seek first the kingdom of God. 

He calls us, lastly, from misery 
and danger, to a state of happiness ; 
not because he cannot be happy 
without us, but because we cannot 
be happy without him. 

It is on this account he calls us so 
earnestly—For as I live, saith the 
Lord, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. 
Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye 
die? Letus not then stand pav- 
sing, whether we shall obey the call 
orno. Let us not say, how shall I 
part with my profits, my sensual 
enjoyments, my darling sins? but 
rather, how shall I abide the judg- 
ment of God ? how shall I escape 


if I neglect so great salvation? For 
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we may be assured, that the great thing without the practice of it. 


end of God’s calling us so urgently 
to come to him, is, that we ‘may be 
saved from his wrath, and enjoy his 
love and favor for ever. 

The means which God employs 
in calling us, are, the ministry of his 
word, and of his servents, the proph- 
ets and apostles, and their succes- 
sors, declaring and explaining it.— 
By virtue of Christ’s commission, 
(Matt. xxviii. 19, 20) not only the 
Apostles, but all succeeding minis- 
ters are sent to call mankind to em- 
brace” the Gospel. ‘They are am- 
bassadors for Christ. They are 
heralds, sent to offer peace and_par- 
don to all who have rebelled against 
their Lord and Master, the King of 
Heaven, provided they will now 
submit themselves to him; but if 
not, solemnly to denounce his wrath 
against them. 

From our Saviour’s times, how 
many thousands of millions of souls 
have been called to the faith of 
Christ by the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, how soon did the sun of right- 
eousness arise upon this land. And 
since the Gospel was first planted 
here, how many have been called 
by it tothe faith of Christ. Yea, 
through the mercy of God, how ma- 
ny at this moment are called in eve- 
ry part of the nation, though I fear, 
alas, there are but few chosen. 

II. By the term, few are chosen, 
we are to understand that there are 
but few so approved of by God, as 
to be chosen from the rest of the 
world to inherit eternal life. Not 
few in themselves considered, but 
few in comparison of the many 
which are called. Christ hath many 
professed adherents, but few faithful 
and obedient servants ; many who 
make a plausible profession of the 
faith and religion which he taught, 
but few who practice it. All, how- 
ever will acknowledge, that whatso- 
ever profession a man makes of 
Christianity, it will avail him no- 


Matt. vii. 21, and Rom. ii. 13. 

It is not our hearing and knowing 
our duty, that will stand us in any 
stead before God, but our doing it; 
it is not our believing that we may 
be saved by believing in Christ, that 
will be of any use to us, without such 
a faith as leads us to depend upon 
him for the pardon and salvation of 
our souls, and for the aids of his 
grace and spirit, whereby we may 
be enabled to obey his Gospel. For 
whatever faith we pretend to, unless 
it put us upon universal obedience 
to all the commands of God, it will 
do us no good: for the faith which 
Christ requires, always works by 
love, conquers the world, subdues 
sin, purifies the heart, and sanctifies 
the whole soul. In short, no man 
can have any ground at all to be- 
lieve or hope that he is chosen to 
eternal salvation, who is not holy- in 
all manner of conversation. Heb. 
xii. 14. The word of God, autho- 
rizes us to say, that no man can, up- 
on any just ground, think himself 
chosen, who doth not in all things to 
the utmost of his power, conform 
himself, and adjust his actions to the 
laws and commands of God. 

How few come under the above 
description, we have more cause to 
bewail than to prove. For let us 
view the state, not only of Chris 
tendom in general, but even of this 
country ; let us weigh the lives and 
actions of such as profess to believe 
in Christ, and examine them by the 
Gospel rules, and we shall soon con- 
clude, that but few are chosen. For 
take out from amongst us the fol- 
lowing description of persons, and 
how few will then be left ? 

1. All atheistical persons, who 
say in their heart there is no God, 
and of whom scarce any will affirm 
that they are chosen. 

2, All ignorant persons, who 
know nothing even of the commof 
principles of religion; and if they 
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know not, how can they believe and 
practise? 1 Tim. ti. 4. Is. i. 2, 
3, and xxvii. 11. Hos. iv. 1, 6. 

3. All vicious, profane, debauch- 
ed, and impenitent persons, who 
make a mock of sin, jeer at holiness, 
live as if they had no God to serve, 
nor soul to save, nor hell to avoid, 
nor heaven to enjoy; who make 
sensual pleasure their business ; who 
stick, not to fly in the face of hea- 
ven, and dare God himself to damn 
them ; who make lying their usual 
dialect, and swearing their pleasing 
rhetoric ; who take pleasure and de- 
light in sin, and make it their pride 
and glory. ‘That all such persons, 
without timely repentance, are most 
certainly excluded from the number 
of the chosen, the word of God ex- 
pressly affirms. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 
Rev. xxii. 14, 15. 

4. All hypocritical and false hear- 
ted persons, who seem indeed to 
men to be honest and good, but 
still retain some seeret sin or other, 
which will as certainly keep them 
out of heaven as the most notorious 
crime ; such, whose outward con- 
versation may be unblameable, but 
who are malicious, uncharitable, 
censorious, proud,  self-conceited, 


| disobedient or disrespectful to par- 


ents or magistrates, covetous, ambi- 
tious, and the like; such also as 
make a great shew of piety, and 
are zealous for the little circumstan- 
ces of religion, but neglect justice, 
mercy, and the love of God. And 
where are the men among us, who 
donot harbor some secret lust or 
other in their bosoms? We have 
many professors of religion, it is 
true, who would fain be accounted 


| More strict and holy than their 


neighbours ; but are they to be es- 
teemed the chosen of God, because 
they fancy themselves so : or is not 


| their pride and self-conceit an argu- 


ment that they are net so’ Blessed 
be God, I have no spleen or rancour 
against any of them, but wish they 


Were as truly holy as they would from the beginning of the world. 
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seem to be. But what? Are not 
pride, self-conceit, irreverence in 
God’s worship, disobedience and 
disrepect to magistrates, uncharita- 
bleness, and censoriousness, sins ? 
Certainly, these will be found to be 
sins another day, and all who allow 
themselves to indulge any one of 
them, is as far from being chosen as 
the most dissolute persons in the 
world. 

5. All who, though morally hon- 
estand faithful, yet believe not in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and trust 
more in their own works than in his 
merit and meditation. It is a rare 
thing for a man to do all that is re- 
quired of him, and yet count him- 
self an unprofitable servant ; to do 
all he can, and yet rest upon nothing 
that he has done, and to depend 
wholly upon Jesus Christ for life and 
happiness. Here and there one 
may be found, but surely, few in 
comparison of the many who are 
called. 

III. Now let us put these things 
together, and we shall easily admit, 
that though many be called, few are 
chosen. And what is the reason of 
this? Are not all men rational 
creatures’ Are they not able to 
distinguish between good and evil ? 
Do not they understand their own 
interest ? Shall we ascribe it to the 
will and pleasure of Almighty God, 
as if he delighted in the ruin of his 
creatures, or, though he calls them, 
would not have them come? No. 
As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that he should turn 

from his way and live. He would 
have all men to be saved, and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Indeed, if he had no mind we should 
come, why should he call us to 
come? Far from us be such un- 
worthy thoughts of God, especially, 
as he hath himself plainly told us 
tothe contrary. I do not deny that, 
known unto God are all his works 
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But it is not for us to pry into the 
secrets of God, or to search into his 
eternal and incomprehensible de- 
crees. Deut. xxix. 29. Whatso- 
ever is necessary for us to believe 
and do, is clearly revealed to us in 
the Bible, and we ought to look no 
further. God is not willing that 
any should perish, -but that all 
should come to repentance. This, 
he himself plainly tells us, and it 
ought, therefore, to satisfy us. 

Let us then inquire elsewhere for 
the REASONS why many are called, 
but ‘few chosen. 

‘The first reason is, because those 
who are called to Christ, will not 
come to him. ‘The great fault is in 
the wills of men, which are so de- 
praved, that even though they see 
it in their interest to come, yet they 
are so averse from the purity of the 
Gospel, that they will not come to 
it, merely because they will not. 
We tell them of their sins, and the 
dangerous consequences of them ; 
that they must not love the world, 
but seek first the kingdom of God; 
that except they repent and forsake 
their sins, they must perish: but in 
vain. They can give no reason why 
they will not, but yet they will not. 
If they perish, therefore, it is their 
own choice. They prefer their 
sins, with all the miseries attendant 
on them, to the Gospel of Christ, 
and the happiness it offers. And is 
not this the case with the greatest 
part of mankind? ‘They are called 
and invited to partake of all the 
benefits of Christ’s death and _pas- 
sion, yet they will not come unto 
him. 

The second reason is, because 
men do not really believe the things 
which are told them. Who hath 
believed our report 2 We tell 


men, that unless they repent and’ 


turn to God, iniquity will be their 
ruin; that if they believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, they shall be sa- 
ved; that if they be holy here, 


they shall be happy hereafter. Bu 
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they believe us not. Hence it comes 
to pass, that so many are called, 
and so few chosen. For we may 
be sure that God chooses none but 
such as believe his word. James ii. 5. 

A third reason why so many are 
called and so few chosen, is be- 
cause they have no real value for 
the blessings of the Gospel. They 
make light of God’s call; they see 
no such beauty in Christ as to de- 
sire him; no such excellency 
God as to love him; and as for 
heaven, they care not for it. 

Another reason is, because they 
who are called, are so much taken 
up with worldly business, that they 
can find no time to come to Christ. 
If he called them to great estates or 
good bargains, they would strive 
who should first come. But he 
calls us to repent of our sins, to be- 
lieve in him, to contemn the world, 
to have our conversation in heaven ; 
things which men do not love to 
hear of. How often, for instance, 
have we all been invited to the Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper, and 
yet how few, not one in twenty, stay 
to have a share in it ? What can be 
the reason of this, but that our 
minds are taken up with other 
things ? 

Inthe next place, many who are 

called have so strange a hatred to 
God and goodness, that they not on- 
ly slight their heavenly calling, but 
they hate and abuse such as are sent 
tothem. ‘Thus it hath been in all 


ages. Christ himself was put tom 
g P 


death for calling men to life and 
happiness. And soit isnow. We 


tell them of their sins ; we acquaint] 
them with their danger; we invite 


them to Christ, to heaven and _ hap 
piness ; but they are incensed + 
gainst us. They may forgive 
this wrong. We intend them ov 
evil. 

The last reason which T shal 
mention, is, because many who pro 


fess to believe in Christ, and to er 


pect happiness and salvation onl! 
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from him, yet walk not worthy of lieve in his Son for acceptance and 


the vocation wherewith they are 
called. And indeed this is the 
great reason of all. How violent 
are some about the circumstances of 
religion, who neglect its substance 
How demure are some in their be- 
haviour to men, but irreverent in 
the worship of God ? How devout 
do others seem towards God, who 
are negligent of their duty to men ° 
Some are all for the duties of the 
first table : others for the second on- 
ly. Some are for obedience without 
faith : others for faith without obe- 
dience. Some would do all them- 
selves, as if Christ had done no- 
thing : others fancy that Christ has so 
done all, as to leave them nothing to 
do. But is this the way to be saved ° 
No, surely. The Gospel requires 
of us, repentance and faith in Christ ; 
it requires that we obey his laws, 
and that we trust in him, and him 
alone, for pardon, acceptance, and 
salvation: and whosoever comes 
short of this, though he be cadled, 
we may be sure he is not chosen. 
What ground have we then, on a 
view. of the whole case, to acknow- 
ledge that our Saviour had too much 
cause to say, Many are called but 


few chosen ? 


I say not this to discourage any 
one. No. My hearty prayer to 
God is, that every one of us may be 
chosen and saved. But my tear ts, 
that many think it so easy a matter 
to get to heaven, that if they say 
their prayers, and hear sermons, 
and attend the Sacrament, they can- 
not miss it. But this will not do. 
Let us however, not be discouraged 
by this, but rather excited to greater 
diligence. For why may-not you 
and I be in the number of the cho- 
sen? Are we not all called to 
Christ ? Are we not all invited, nay, 
commanded to believe in his name, 
and obey his Gospel, that so we may 
partake of everlasting glory? Let us 
then set about the work in earnest, to 
which we are called. Let us fear God 
and keep his commandments, and be- 


salvation, and then we need not fear, 
though of the many called, few are 
chosen, but that we shall be chosen— 
chosen to live with God himself, and 
Jesus Christ, and to sing his praises 
for ever more. 


BETHESDA. 
FromeisHor HALL’s Contemplations. 


In the various actions of his life, 
our blessed Saviour was an example 
not only of moral virtue, but of re- 
ligious obedience. The law enjoin- 
ed every Hebrew to present himself 
three times in the year before the 
Lord. Though asa Son, he might 
have pleaded exemption from this 
tribute of service, he would not omit 
one of those ceremonies which him- 
self had enjoined. ‘Thus did it be- 
come him to fulfil all righteousness, 
whatever dangers might attend on 
the exercise of his duty. He had 
been constrained to depart from Je- 
rusalem, through the malice of those 
enemies, who sought his life, e’er he 
had yet accomplished the work of 
Him that sent him—he now returns, 
unappalled by every danger, regard- 
less of all the fury of his adversaries 
—“ Inthe volume of the book it is 
written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God—yea, thy law is 
within my heart.” 

U Lord, how wonderful are thy 
works, whether performed in the or- 
dinary ceurse of thy providence, or 
by the immediate interference of 
thine almighty power, or by the min- 
istry of thy holy angels! Every 
where we find just cause of astonish- 
ment, just subject of adoration. In 
particular, how didst thou vouchsafe 
to display thy miracles to thy pecul- 
iar people, notwithstanding their 
blindness and apostacy! If thou 
hadst not done among them works 
which no other nation beheld—if 
thou hadst not revealed thyself to 
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them, in a manner which no cther 
nation ever experienced, they had 
not exhibited such a fearful example 
of obduracy and ingratitude. Now 
“have they both seen and hated 
both thee and thy Father”—although 
the works which were wrought 
among them bore such witness to the 
truth—although the demonstrations 
of thy power were such as called for 
universal conviction from mankind. 

The miraculous waters of Bethes- 

da fixed on their brink a multitude 
of sufferers. ‘There, in anxious ex- 
pectation, they waited for that mo- 
ment, which should bring comfort to 
one, disappointment to multitudes. 
When the troubled state of the wa- 
ters announced that the heavenly vis- 
itant had bestowed on them their 
medicinal virtue, these jealous com- 
petitors rushed forward with eager 
impatience, in hope of that gift of 
healing which awaited him who first 
plunged himself into the stream. 
Blessed Lord, how vast, how unlim- 
ited are those mercies, which the 
bringing in of a better hope secured 
to thy creatures! The grace of God 
which bringeth salvation hath ap- 
yeared unto all men. ‘* Whosoever 
will, let him come and take of the 
waters of life freely. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions. Come 
unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

Among these companions in mis- 
ery, our Saviour beholds a wretched 
man, who for eight and thirty years 
had supported life under circumstan- 
ces which seemed to render it an al- 
most intolerable burden. Alas, 
what called this unhappy sufferer to 
the waters of Bethesda ? What rea- 
sonable ground of expectation could 
he possibly entertain, that his en- 
deavours would be crowned with 
success, in a trial which depended on 
personal speed and activity ? Others, 
affected in a different manner, must 
necessarily have the preference. 
Vain must be the attempts of one 


bowed down to the earth by painful 
infirmity to outstrip his fellows. Yet 
does he persist—still does the ener- 
gy of hope teach him to remain at 
that spot, where alone he deemed a 
possibility of cure to be expected. 
He persists, and continues his anx- 
ious labour—each returning season 
bringing along with it fresh hopes, 
and fresh disappointment. 

O ye that are afilicted with spiritu- 
al diseases, come to that living foun- 
tain which is opened for sin, and for 
uncleanness. Approach the well- 
spring of life—those never-failing 
streams whose virtues are not tempo- 
rary, whose blessings are not confin- 
ed to one comipetitor—where every 
one that asketh, receiveth, and he 
that seeketh, findeth, and none who 
apply with faith are sent empty and 
despairing away. Do ye complain 
of the blindness of your ignorance ? 
Here shall ye receive clearness.of 
sight—Of the infirmity of your best 
resolutions ? here ye shall obtain a 
fresh supply of grace—Of the tumul- 
tuous frenzy of passion? here is 
peace to the troubled soul—Of the 
cold and withered languor of your 
zeal and piety? here is life, and 
strength, and activity freely offered 
to your acceptance. Whatsoever 
sickness, whatsoever danger, whatso- 
ever sorrow there be, come to your 
Saviour, and be healed. 

Yet even here, as at Bethesda, the 
God of all hope will exercise the pa- 
tience of his servants. He will have 
us sensible of the value of those bles- 
sings we solicit, that when they are 
imparted to us, we may both enjoy 
them, and praise his mercy the more. 
How enviously did these sufferers at 
the medicinal stream look on each 
other as rivals! How did they watch, 
and suspect, and scrutinize, and 
struggie for a preference! How, like 
the jealous candidates for earthly 
honours, did they esteem their ex- 
pectatien itself to be misery, and 
their disappointment, torture! But 
he who commits his way unto the 
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Lord must hope for those gifts which 
he bestows at his own time, and in 
such a manner as is good in his sight. 
Here is no virtue, no success with- 
out patience. O that men would 
thus tarry at the true Bethesda, the 
house of the Father of mercies and 
of all comfort-—O that men would 
“wait for thy ioving-kindness, O 
Lord, in the midst of thy temple !” 
Did they diligently attend thine or- 
dinances, did they value their own 
happiness aright, they could not fail 
of those blessings, which thou hast 
covenanted to bestow. Alas, here 
and here only, are they faint, remiss 
and indolent! If their temporal wel- 
fare is to be consulted, they tarry 
long, and endure patiently, and toil, 
that they may toil yet longer; sub- 
mitting to certain misery for the sake 
of a few uncertain days of happiness. 
Why is it not thus with the soul? 
The wretched patient at Bethesda, 
without even the probable means of 
support or comfort, would yet at- 
tempt, yet labour, to attain the ob- 
ject of his wishes. And can we not, 


blessed Lord, can we not then be 


equally solicitous to accomplish the 
work of our salvation? Can we not 
be as ardent in our endeavours for 
our spiritual recovery? What can 
be more important—what of nearer 
moment—what better deserving our 
most animated exertions, than the 
prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus ? 

Our Saviour, when he beheld this 
child of sorrow, when in accents of 
loving-kindness and tender mercy he 
spoke as one that was touched with 
the feeling of his infirmity, did not 
ask the question without effect. He 
did not kindle the spark of hope in 
a sufferer’s breast, to check it by 
subsequent despair. Christ the pow- 
er of God, said unto the sick man 
“ Arise”—and he arose. 

And wilt thou tren O sinner, be 
made whole? Look unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith, 
and thou shalt be saved. ‘Though 





thou art bowed down tothe earth 
with infirmity, stooping ander thy 
grievous burden—though thy sin 
hath taken hold on thee, that thou 
art not able to look up, depriving 
thee of that privilege which the most 
high God bestowed on man at his 
creation—turn not a deaf ear to that 
gracious voice. Be not too hasty in 
pronouncing thyself free from all 
spiritual sickness, when it may be 
that the deadly contagion is making 
rapid advances to thine heart. Say 
not, “there is peace, and safety,’ 
while thou art encompassed about 
with an host of enemies. What hast 
thou to do with peace, so long as the 
sorceries of sin prevail against thee, 
and her witchcrafts are so many ? 
How dear to human nature is the 
breath of life! how strongly has the 
Author of our being attached us to 
existence, though accompanied with 
every circumstance of pain and mis- 
ery! O Saviour, if that life which 
must e’er long be succeeded by death, 
is thus precious to us, how precious, 
how inestimable is that life which 
thou hast purchased for us, the in- 
heritance of eternal glory in thine 
heavenly kingdom! No grief, no 
nain approaches, to affect those un- 
sullied joys which are to be found in 
thy presence. Weembrace,O Lord, 
we hold fast the blessed hope of ev- 
erlasting life, given unto us by thee! 
But who shall presume to dictate 
tothe Almighty the precise time or 
manner in which he shall work our 
deliverance ? The sufferer before us 
is not healed by those miraculous 
waters, to which alone he looked for 
his recovery. Relief and salvation 
are afforded him in another, and still 
brighter form. Shall we despair of 
attaining those heavenly gifts, after 
which we are permitted to aspire ? 
Shall we be petulantly impatient, or 
as petulantly despairing? Know we 
not, that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience, and patience, experience—- 
and experience, hope—and that ho 
maketh not ashamed? Though the 
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blessing be for a while delayed— 
though spiritual comfort may not be 
afforded at the moment when our 
solicitude would expect it, yet shall 
it surely come, and shall not tarry 
beyond its appointed time. What 
God hath promised, he is both able 
and willing to perform. If our ear- 
lier days have been visited with eve- 
ry species of distress—if our souls 
and bodies have been brought low 
unto the earth, yet the clouds which 
overcast the meredian of our life may 
disappear towards its evening, and 
our ’sun may go down in brightness 
and serenity. 

O Saviour, thou art no longer con- 
versant in person with mankind. 
Thou art returned to the participa- 
tion of that ineffable glory, where- 
with thou wert invested, “ before the 
mountains were brought ferth, or ev- 
er the earth and the world were 
made.” But art thou not still pres- 
ent, in thy holy word, in thy divine 
ordinances? There dost thou yet 
call to us—there dost thou address 
thy suffering children with the same 
mercy, and the same power, that 
called the languishing sufferer at Be- 
thesda from sorrow to joy, from 
weakness to strength, from anguish 
of heart to transports of gratitude. 
Wherefore then shouldst thou be 
afraid, O my soul, in the day of ad- 
versity? Why do fearfulness and 
trembling come upon thee, and an 
horrible dread overwhelm thee? O 
tarry thou the Lord’s leisure—be 
strong, and he shall comfort thine 
heart—and put thou thy trust in the 


Lord. 
—p— 


From the Christian Observer. 


ON THE ADVANTAGES OF PRIVATE 
PRAYER. 


True Religion implies an inter- 
course and communication between 
the invisible God and the soul. As 


232 On the advantages of Private Prayer. 





[ Aue. 


of old, it consisted not in the para- 
ding prayer of the Pharisee, and in 
the regularity of his temple wor- 
ship 5 so now it consists not in the 
decorums of our established liturgy, 
in the punctuality of our attendance 
at Church, nor in any outward 
forms of devotion. Christ seems to 
have intended to warn all the follow- 
ers of his religion against such sup- 
positions, when he said, ‘ But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet and shut thy door, and pray 
unto thy Father which seeth in se- 
cret, and thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly.” 
The Christianity of many people 
is merely external. ‘They do almost 
every thing, even in religion, to be 
seen of men. They adapt their 
religious conduct to the opinion of 
those persons among whom they 
desire to be esteemed, somewhat in 
the same manner as the Pharisees 
accommodated their devotions to 
the peculiar taste of the people of 
their day. But secret prayer is one 
great testof a Christian. ‘There is 
much in every kind of public, as 
well as social prayer, which may 
serve to amuse the mind, to gratify 
the ear, and todraw the attendance 
even of a quite irreligious person. 
But in secret prayer, when there is 
no eye upon us but that of God, we 
have a far better proof of the inter- 
na] piety of the heart. ‘ Verily,” 
says our Saviour to the Pharisees, 
“they have their reward.” As the 
Pharisee had his recompense in the 
public estimation which he obtain- 
ed, so now the decent attendant on 
the public worship of God~has a 
certain sort of temporal reward for 


his attendance. He is paid, for in- § 


stance, if a servant, by obtaining 
his master’s approbation of this act 
of obedience. He is paid, if a 
master, by the respect and good 
opinion of his graver and more re- 
putable acquaintance ; and also, by 
the more decent and dutiful beha- 
viour of those children and depen- 
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dants, who accompany him to the 
place of his customary worship.— 
He is, perhaps, rewarded m one 
sense, by the self-complacency which 
he feels in having performed, as he 
conceives, his religious duty. “ Ve- 
rily,” however, said our Saviour, of 
the Pharisees, “ they have their re- 
ward.” Such persons have their 
reward in this world ; they must not 
expect itin the world to come.— 
They were merely decent at public 
worship, and they have had the ad- 
vantages of this, their decency. 

But let us turn from such charac- 
ters, to that of the real Christian. 
He is punctual in his attendance on 
public worship; but when he ap- 
pears in the congregation, he is also 
inwardly devout: he is moreover, 
much given to secret prayer. Every 
night and morning he takes tho best 
oppertunity of being private which 
he can obtain; but he will rather 
pray ina low voice in the presence 
of others, than neglect this most im- 
portant duty to God. He pours 
out his whole heart in supplication ; 
he prays for every blessing which he 
needs; for pardon of sin; for 
strength against temptation ; for de- 
liverance from his corruptions ; for 
victory over the world; for direc- 
tion in difficulties; for consolation 
under afflictions; for submission 
under pains and losses ; for the in- 
crease, in short, of faith, of hope, 
and of charity ; and for all the in- 
fluences of God’s Holy Spirit. Nor 
does he neglect the benevolent duty 
of intercession. And leading this 
life of daily and fervent prayer, he 
obtains the things which he desires. 
Strength to fulfil in the sight of men 
the various duties of life is impar- 
ted to him. Heis raised above the 
power of those temptations by which 
the more formal worshippers are 
overcome. This is the man who 
conquers his passions, who sustains 
well his trials, and suffers little 
(compared with the children of this 
vorld) ander temporal  afilictions. 

30 
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This is the man who is upright and 
faithful in all situations. This 
is he who dares to be religious in 
the midst of the profane, and openly 
reproves that vice which the out- 
ward worshipper is too timid to 
contradict or to resist. The spirit 
of devotion is often ridiculed by the 
world, and is thought to form a 
mean and cowardly character. Let 
it however be remarked, that he 
who prays earnestly to God in se- 
cret, will generally be a decided 
person in public ; and surely, there 
issome respectability in being thus 
bold and consistent. Meanness is 
mor- cshewn in being a saint with 
saints, anda worldly man with the 
worldly. That peculiar strength of 
mind, which is sometimes adinired 
in certain religious persons, may un- 
questionably be referred to the effi- 
cacy of those secret prayers, of 
which the world takes little cogni- 
zance. ‘ They bow their knees be- 
fore the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;” and “ he 
strengthens them with might by bis 
Spirit inthe inner man.” Day by 
daythey implore his grace; and 
day by day, in answer to their pray- 
ers, he pours down upon them a 
portion of his own spirit, and thus, 
they are made strong to fulfil their 
duties, to resist their temptations, 
and to maintain that conflict, to 
which, as Christians, they are called. 


—-—_—_ 


Extracts from an Address delivered 
before the Charleston Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Society , 
at their fourth anniversary, being 
Tuesday in Whitsun week, 1823. 
By the Rev. Edward Rutledge, 
A. M. Rector of St. Thomas and 
St. Dennis. 


The formation of Sunday School 
Societies, when viewed in all its 
bearings cannot but be considered as 
a most important event, for these in- 
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stitutions crown the various charities 
which have lately sprung up around 
us: they render all other means of 
instruction, whether from secular 
teachers or the pulpit, more highly 
useful; they carry children to the 
very fountain head, and initiate them 
through the only proper way into 
wisdom, by teaching them the fear 
of the Lord. 

It is, perhaps, not saying too much 
in their behalf to assert, that if there 
is a society on earth upon which the 
Great Head of the Church looks 
with peculiar pleasure, it is that 
which brings young children to him: 
that if .there is an institution, on 
which the Seraphim may look down 
with more than common delight, it 
is that, composed entirely of those 
whose angels are continually behold- 
ing the face of their Father who is in 
Heaven ; that if there is one thing, 
in which we excel our predecessors 
and by which we render posterity 
our debtors, it is the care we are tak- 
ing that the generation which is to 
act, when we are gathered to our fa- 
thers, shall be holy and enlightened. 

All of us, my brethren, have it in 
our power to assist more or less, the 
maintenance of this powerful engine, 
in the cause of learning and religion. 
Although primarily intended for the 
poor and the youthful poor, all may 
benefit, or be benefitted by it. Those 
who are blessed with children, al- 
though they may be intelligent and 
wealthy, should encourage “them to 
attend, to set a good example to the 
poor, and to cheer those active and 
meritorious brethren who have here 
devoted themselves to God, by their 
countenance and confidence. 

Those whose minds are improved 
by due cultivation, and whose hearts 
have been touched by the spirit of 
God, should share the delightful 
burdens which they see their com- 
panions bearing. 

Those who are ignorant, although 
they may have passed the spring 
time of life, should come and seek 
assistance, trusting that the good 
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seed here implanted, even ina sea- 
son somewhat advanced, may, when 
watered by the dews, and warmed 
by the mild influences of heaven, 
bring forth much fruit to immortal 
life. 

Those who have aught to give, 
should here come forward and con- 
fer the aid of generous contribution ; 
for, although instruction is gratui- 
tously conferred, there are many ex- 
penses incurred for a variety of use- 
ful purposes connected with the 
Schools, which, unless defrayed by 
those who are gifted with this tal- 
ent, necessarily impede their suc- 
cessful progress. 

Permit me, in conclusion, my breth- 
ren, to address a few words to those, 
who, under this Society, are confer- 
ring, and then to those who are recei- 
ving its salutary lessons. ‘Those of 
you who are engaged in the communi- 
cation of instruction, need not that 
I should impress on you the responsi- 
bility of your task ; you need not that 
I should remind you, that you owe 
much of your study, much of your 
prayerful intercession to those young 
children who are brought to you, 
like Samuel to Eli of old, and whom 
you are to direct as he did his 
young disciple, to say to the Lord, 
speak, for thy servant hear- 
eth ; for you are undoubtedly led to 
the course you are pursuing, by a 
sense of sacred duty. 

In the world, and by the woridly, 
such instructors are sought, as pos- 
sess splendid talents and extensive 
acquirements, although they may 
be destitute of all holiness, and of 
allsense of accountability to their 
God : but it is not so in the Church. 


‘* Nontali auxilio, nec defensoribus is- 
tis, 
** Troga eget.” 


Although talent and learning are 
seen and welcomed among you, you 
are chiefly expected to seek that 
wisdom which is from above, and 
communicate it to the children of 
your care, to make them _ pure, 
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peaceable, gentle, easy to be en- 
weated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. You are to teach them 
that there is a wisdom of this world, 
which is foolishness with God. ‘The 
Church cannot be too grateful to 
you for what you have done and are 
doing ; go on cheerfully in your 
valuable career. Should you be 
permitted to spend many days on 
earth, you may see some of these 
interesting youth filling those sta- 


| tions of usefulnes: and respectability 


here, for which they were prepared, 
by initiation, through your instru- 
mentality, into knowledge and reli- 


| gion: and, in the world beyond the 


grave, may hear some, who are 
stations 
among the highest hosts of Cheru- 
bim and Seraphim, claiming you, as 
under Christ, the winners of their 


souls. 


Nor is it necessary that you skould 
look entirely to futurity for encour- 
agement. The present most amply 
aflords it. Are there not many a- 
mong the little objects of your care, 
who, when first brought under your 
influence, you saw ignorant of God— 
of the value of their souls—of their 
sinfulness—their condemnation—of 
their ransom by Christ, and of their 
every Christian duty : with no feel- 
ings of reverence for the sanctuary 
—profaners of the Sabbath—impa- 
tient of all restraint, and destitute of 
all decorum: Now transformed in- 
to mild, intelligent, devout and af- 
fectionate little Christians ? Surely, 
this must cheer you through every 
difficulty. And when, in addition, 
you reflect what these Children 
might have been, and what they 
will probably become, by an ees 


s tion of discipline, what language 


can paint your satisfaction. Go on, 
then, again I repeat, in your noble 
career, nor pause, until it wil! be no 
longer necessary to say, know the 
Lord, for all shall know him, from 
the least even to the greatest, when 
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a knowledge of his name and his rules 
shal! cover the earth, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

My young brethren, who are here 
receiving instruction, permit me to 
say a few words to you, which, al- 
though you may have often already 
heard , you may advantageously often 
hear again. You are now enjoying 
advantages which cannot be too 
highly prized : Placed, as you are, 
in a community, where. merit is al- 
most sure of its earthly reward, 
there is no station of usefulness and 
dignity to which good instructions, 
well improved, may not conduct 
you. But should it be your lot to 
pass unnoticed and unknown through 
this life, you here may gain those 
principles and that information, 
which will conduct you, through di- 
vine grace, toimmortal glory here- 
after. 

Cherish a sense of affection and 
gratitude for those, who, prompted 
by love for your souls, are now af- 
fording you the privileges you en- 
joy, and reward them as far as you 
can by your diligence and fidelity. 

Phe blessings you are receiving, 
are not necessarily confined to your- 
selves. Should you be under par- 
ents who have no fear .ef God be- 
fore their eyes, and whose hearts 
are not right in his sight, many op- 
portunities may occur in which you 
can render them most important ser- 
vice. While you exhibit towards 
them all the reverence which their 
relationship and the command of 
your God require, there are times 
when you may successfully indulge 
in meek remonstrances with them, 
on the error of their sentiments and 
the laxity of their morals. Remem- 
ber, that although days should 
speak, and multitude of years should 
teach wisdom, there is a spirit in 
man, and that the inspiration of the 
Aimighty giveth him understanding ; 
that great men are not always wise, 
neither do the aged always under- 
stand knowledge ; that the young, 
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who have the spirit of God, may, 
many atime, call on the old who 
have not, to hearken while they 
show their opinion. 

Above all, be frequent in your 
prayers, and let all your benefac- 
tors, but especialiy your parents, be 
borne in them by you to your God. 
Who can say but they may have 
cause to thank the Almighty through 
Eternity, that you here were ena- 
bled to receive instruction, they 
could not and would not give ? 

My Brethren 1 have done, and 
great would be the satisfaction felt, 
if what has been said should interest 
one ihdividual bere present to ex- 
tend to this institution, in future, a 
greater degree of patronage, or to 
open to it, oa this occasion, a liberal 
hand. May success attend its pro- 
sress, and multitudes, through gene- 
rations yet unborn, rise up, enjoy its 
cheering favour, and call it BLESSED. 


For the Churchman's Magazine. 
THE MISSIONARY CAUSE. 


We have recentiy received a copy 
ofthe “ Proceedings of the Domes- 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, from its forma- 
tion to the General Convention, held 
in Philadelphia, in May, 1823” It 
is a highly interesting publication, 
and we doubt not that some account 
of its contents will be very accepta- 
ble to the readers of the Magazine. 

The Society was formed, under 
the immediate patronage of the Gen- 
era! Convention, the venerable Bish- 
op of Pennsylvania being its Presi- 
dent, and all the other Bishops of the 
American Charch, Vice Presidents. 
The business of the Society is chief- 
ly transacted by an executive com- 
mittee resident in Philadelphia, who 
repularly meet once ina month for 
the purpose. 
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The present publication commen- 
ces with a report of the proceedings 
of the first triennial meeting of the 
Society, held in Philadelphia, on the 
20th of May last; and contains, be- 
sides the Constitution and other doc- 
uments, 

1. A sermon preached before the 
Society, by the presiding Bishop, 
from Isaiah lv. 10,11. In this dis- 
course, the venerable prelate, treats 
with his accustomed ability, of 
the following points :—“ 1. scripture 
prophecy—zndly, its fulfilment— 
3dly, suspension of its progress, and 
Athly, present prospects, in reference 
tuthe subject.” His remarks on the 
last head (the only one we have room 
to notice,) are as follows;—and we 
lay them before our readers with the 
more pleasure, because they serve to 
shew how high the missionary spirit 
may rise ip a sound and enlightened 
mind, without the slightest tincture 


of fanaticism or undue enthusiasm. 

‘** thatthe promises of the scriptures 
will be at last fulfiled, must be confi- 
dently counted on by all who believe 
them to be divine, and under the expec- 
tation of this, nothing can be more nat- 
ural, or more a duty, than that the signs 
of the times should be remarked by 
those who take an interest in a consum- 
mation so desirable. It is a subject ex- 
acting caution; especially, as many a 
vsionary has found in it food for hi- cre- 
dulity, and sometimes, encouragement 
of!ns wickedness. ‘This is owing to the 
rashness of giving confident interpreta- 
tions of prophecies not yet fulfilled, and 
delivered in language highly figurative; 
in order, that the definite knowledge 
may be reserved to the designed events. 
But the limits of modesty are not trans- 
gressed when we notice transactions of 
the world tending to the contemplated 
end; and such as must precede it, at 
whatever time it may be brought to pass; 
and when we afford our aid, so far ag is 
in our power, to what will be the con- 
summation of the whole economy of 
grace. 

‘** There is a passage in the 14th chap- 
ter of the book of Revelation, which, in 
the opinion of bim now speaking, inti- 
mates a time of great extension of the 
light of divine truth, to precede the fall 
of mystic Babylon. It is, where an an- 
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gel is seen “‘ flying in the midst of Heav- 
en, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell in the 
earth, and to every nation, and kind- 
red, and tongue, and people.” The 

assage has been thought to have been 
fegen to be verified by the preaching of 
the first reformers, iv the beginning of 
the 16th century. But however con- 
siderable their success, and that of those 
who have followed in their track, in re- 


| viving the knowledge of the gospel in 


nations professedly christian ; the con- 
sequences do not come up to the mag- 
nilicence of the idea of the universali- 
ty of diffusion comprebended in the 
passage. This is adisplay, perhaps be- 
gun, but principally in the womb of 
and although the reverently 
waiting for it is ‘* the patience of the 
saints,” enjoined in the same book ; yet, 
to wish well to every measure tending 


E to the object, if conducted in a proper 


spirit, and by no other means than such 
as are suited to a church “ built on the 
foundation of the Aposties and Proph- 
ets, Jesus Christ himself being the head 
corner-stone ;” is not only lawful—is 
not only laudable, but is the impulse of 
an interest, felt in whatever is eminent- 
ly connected with the moral cultivation 
and the everlasting happiness of man- 
kind. 

That there have lately been, and that 


| there continue to be prodigious efforts 


for the evangelizing of the world, is a 


| matter of general notoriety ; and great 


joy has been derived to the friends of 


sthe gospel, from the successes which 


have been made known by well attest- 
ed narratives. They would be very 
interesting, if the work had extended 
no further than the putting of the Bible 
into the bands of the cormmeon peopic, in 
countries in which the concealing of it 
has been found necessary for the sus- 
taining of established error. This, if it 
should become general, will carry into 
effect what was in the mind of Cardinal 
Wolsey, when he told the clergy of his 
day, that either they must destroy the 
press, or it would destroy them: mean- 
ing the destruction of a usurped domin- 
lon over the consciences of the people ; 
when they do not find, in reading the 
Bible, any sanction from its contents. 

“There has been a nearer approach 
to what is said of the gospel in the hand 
ofthe angel, in various parts of the 
World ; and especially, in its great and 
itreasing acceptance, by immense 
umbers of people in the eastern coun- 
nes of Asia. For if there can be shak- 
Pn, in those realms, the dominion of su- 
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perstitions incorporated with all the 
habits of life, and existing from times 
beyond the dates of historic record, it 
will be a presage that no obstacles, 
however seemingly great, will be found 
insurmountable. 

‘* What adds immensely to the pros- 
pect, is, that in the christian combat of 
the missionaries, they have been clad in 
no other armor, than that of argument 
and persuasion. It would seem incred- 
ible, did we not know the fact, that al- 
though the author of our holy religion, 
on occasion of violence exerted in his 
behalf, gave the command—‘“ put up 
thy sword into the sheath ;” and mani- 
fested, in a variety of ways, that his gos- 
pel was not to be propagated by force, 
it should be obtruded on reluctant na- 
tions by arms so different from those put 
into our hands. Here was another 
consequence of the concealing of the 
scriptures from the public eye. What 
then may we not hope from the labours 
of missionaries, who, like the angel 
with the gospel in his hand, make that 
with instructions and devotions suited 
to it, the only weapons of their warfare ° 
meaning, if they should be what St. 
Paul calls *‘ able ministers of the New 
Testament ;’” and if, agreeably to the 
test of fidelity given by the same apos- 
tle, they should ** adorn the doctrine of 
their God and Saviour in all things.” 

‘** To those who have the subject at 
heart, it must be gratifying that our 
church is taking measures to bear her 
share in what is tending to the contem- 
plated object. It may be, in the esti- 
mation of many, or rather it is, with 
them, a Utopian project. But, to those 
who believe in the certainty of the 
event—and it is certain with all who 
hold to the divine authority of the scrip- 
tures; the only question will be of the 
sufficiency of the causes in operation : 
if indeed the matter admits of a ques- 
tion, after that the causes have proved 
their sufficiency by their effects, at 
least as the subject respects various re- 
gions of the world. 

‘** It ought however to be understood, 
in reference to the society whose cause 
is now advocated, that their principal 
object is to rescue from a state of irre- 
ligion and licentiousness, those various 
portions of the United States, which, ei- 
ther because of their recent settlement, 
or from the privation of advantages for- 
merly possessed, are as destitute of the 
ministry of the word and the administra- 
tion of the sacraments, as if Providence 
had placed their lots amidst the jungles 
of India or on the sandy desarts of Afri- 
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ca. The wesiern world has opened to to the incitement—“ let every man do *s be 
human enterprize an immeasurablefield according as he is disposed in his heart, II 
of labor, in new states called intoexist- not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God tually 
ence; not suflering at present froma loveth a cheerful giver.” carry 
comparison with ancient kingdoms in 2. The first triennial report of the J night 


point of extent, and not likely to suffer Board of Directors of the Society, 

by a comparison with them in future, comptising an account of the early 

in point of population. Hence, there di im Board and of ti 

can not but be enlarged the sphere of Proceecings of the Gare and ol the 

civilization, of science, and of freedom; executive committee—the communi- & Histo 

unless the prospect should be blasted by cations of the several Bishops on the 

a destitution of religious cultivation, subject of the institution—an account 

and by the licentiousness and disorder, of the organization of auxiliary soci- 

re thd natnesl consequences of eties, of agencies, of missionary sta- The 
‘Let it not be supposed, that the tions, of publications, of appropria- Mr. B 

preacher; despairs of a different issue, in Uomns, and of funds. Of the latter, led to 

relation to both of the objects for which the report states— and b 

our Missionary Society bas been insti- ‘‘ By the Treasurer’s account it ap- & christiz 

tuted. By whose agency itisto be pears that there isin bis hands a bal- } God’s , 


brought about, is beyond his power to ance of $2256 10, without any specifi- Maia ing 
perceive; but he is free todeclare, that cation of the manner in which it shall Kix 
there will be heavy guilt on the mem- be appropriated: and a further balance throug 


bers of the chuch of which he is amin- of $376 80, appropriated by the con- by St. J 
ister, if they should refuse theit share trjhutors to Domestic Missions, and a ry go00 
of the debt demanded from the profes- fyrther balance of $1157 96, appropri- down 
sors of christianity in general. As tO ated by the contributors to Foreign her 
the final accomplishment, he reposes on Missions, making a total sum at pres- ff. tn 
the promises of God in scripture; and ent in the treasury, at the disposal of §!" divin, 
among them on that in the text. It is the Board, of $3720 86. Besides which for a mo 
on this principle, that in framing the there is also in the hands of the Trus- truth; y 
constitution of the Seciety for Domestic tees of the permanent fund, the sum of separate. 
and Foreign Missions, it seemed incon- $1206 24, arising from the 20 per cent: Made es 
gruous to epen a trienn‘al meeting with of all monies coming into the Treasury, b 
asermon; and not to give the hearers which have been thus appropriated ac- Boy the 
of it an opportunity—or, shall it not cording to the provision of the 7th arti- and bein; 
rather be called the privilege—of con- cle of the constitution Christ, is 
tributing to the design. Brethren, ‘¢ jt also appears that there are at this reign gr 
whatever may be the extent of your time 21 patrons of the Society, so con- without 7 
liberality—which, however, ought not stituted by the payment of $50; 11 life 
to be so small, as to be no drawback subscribers, who have paid $30; andmm'e | 
from your enjoyments—it will be a 74 annual subscribers 70 at $3, per an €asons if 
tream helping to swella river, collect- num, and 4 at 5 dollars.” he univer; 































































ed trom channels ho various re 3. A large Appendix, containing iim n, in tk 
“ C _ reg sain Oo ars ny much valuable and interesting mat- “9. WI 
already felt, and to all appe e . : 

already felt, ane to al appearance Wil" ter, relating to the great and impori™ed on eart 
be more and more felt throughout the fe ee Thelth 

world. Is the Episcopal Church so des- tant objects of the institution. ‘The#@hat smal. 
titute of claim to Apostolic origin, and whole serves to shew, that the eathens, 
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to doctrine and worship agreeable to Church in the United States, though 
Apostolic pattern, as that she should late in making a united effort in the 
have no share in a work tending to that missionary cause, is now engaging in 


diffusion of Christian light, which we ., . : 
look to with assurance, as the termina- !* with a zeal that must produce the 


. e ry” . 
tion Of along chain of prophecy, and happiest effects. Phough the exer 
the consummation of the kingdom of the tions of this Society will be dovoted 
Redeemer on earth ? If these be unwar- jn a great measure to the missionary 
— ein cone senety.- aoe 4 field which lies within our own bout 
needless callon y r. ut con- oa Ae : , rer er 
sidering them as resting on the solid daries 5 yet it will extend its efor 
cround of the word of God in scripture, 4S its funds and other circumstance 
and as pervading every branch of the will admit. Some attention has al 


christian system, we commit the issue ready been turned to Africa ; and it 
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is believed that the’Society will even- 
tually be enabled to take the lead in 
carrying the word of truth to that be- 
nighted country. 


—<—-~—- 
History of the Church in Newtown. 
( Continued. ) 


The second position laid down by 
Mr. Beach, is, “ that our being cal- 
led to the knowledge of christianity, 
and being made members of the 

christian church, is the effect of 

So plain is this posi- 
tion, and so abundantly supported 
throughout the scriptures, especially 
by St. James, who declares, that eve- 
ry good and perfect gift cometh 
down from the Father of lights ; 
that one would suppose no believer 
in divine revelation would question 
fora moment, the great and precious 
truth; yet how often is this position 
separated, by a reversion—* being 
made members of the visible church, 
isby the vote of church members ; 
and being called to the knowledge of 
Christ, is an irresistible act of sove- 
reign grace.’* But we proceed 
without note or comment, to lay be- 
ore our readers, the evidence and 
reasons in support of free grace and 
he universal call of the gospel to all 
len, in the language of our Author. 

“2, When the Son of God appear- 

ion earth, all mankind, excepting 
hat small nation the Jew s, were 
eathens, destitute of the knowledge 
bithe true God; and worshipped 
Vevils: being by these filthy de- 


hens, misled into all abominable vi- 
* Article [V. Of the manner of Con- 
rsion. Agreed to by the Synod of 

ort. ‘*That God, to save the elect 
rom the corrupt mass, doth beget faith 

n them, by a power equal to that 
phereby he created the world, and rai- 
tdup the dead; insomuch that such 
tio whom he gives that grace, 


cannot 
eject it, and tl e rest being reprobates, 
annot accept of it.?’— He ylyn's Fisto- 


YOf Predestination. p- S23 
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ces; excusing themselves, by the 
doctrine of fate. The gods have de- 
creed it, was the general apology for 
crime. Now that God sent his Son 
into the worid, to proclaim by his 
Gospel the glad tidings of salvation to 
all men, was free grace: we were 
unprofitable servants; nay, so far 
from merit, by unnatural lusts, and 
detestable crimes, against the light 
of nature and reason, the world de- 
served to be abandoned forever by 
God, as children of wrath, averse to 
every good word and work. 

“ But, contrary to our demerits, 
God, whose tender mercy is over 
all his works; who would have all 
to come to the knowledge of the truth 
and be saved; called us, according 
to his purpose, by the gospel, to this 
surprising mercy, and to our eternal 
happiness. In this happy event, is 
fulfilled those ancient Prophecies : J 
am found of them that sought me 
not. Isa. 65. 1. Iwill call them my 
people which were not my People— 
for my people shall be willing in the 
day of my power. Ps.110. This 
also expigsns what the apostle says, 
Eph. 2, 8.—by grace are ye saved 
through faith: and that not of 
yourselves ; it is.the gift of God. 
The salvation which these Ephe- 
sians had obtained, was not eternal 
salvation, but a deliverance from the 
wretched condition they were in; 
and the horrid guilt they had con- 
tracted, while heathens; from which 
they were saved by faith (i.e.) by 
embracing, and complying with the 
means of the Gospel, which are the 
giftofGod. ‘The gracious dispensa- 
tion of the Gospel, is the special gift 
of God ; but faith through which we 
believe and obey that Gospel, al- 
though a gift of God, yet is the vol- 
untary act of the mind, governed by 
external evidence, and made eflectu- 
al by the Holy Spirit. Hence, says 
the apostle, in the 14th of Rom. 
Faith cometh by hearing and hear- 
ing by the word of God. ‘This de- 
liverance, then, is not of our contri- 
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vance, much less by way of merit— 
not of works, lest any man should 
boast. Thus the Ephesians were 
saved by grace, not for their works 
while heathens ; for then they lived 
in all kind of immorality—dead in 
trespasses and sins. 

“‘ Nevertheless, though their deliv- 
erance from Paganism, and being 
brought into a state of salvation by a 
Redeemer, was not the effect of their 
former good lives, yet by no means 
does it follow, that after they are 
thus saved by grace and become 
christians, their final salvation 
did not depend upon evangelical 
righteousness, and their having their 
conversation as became the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. This we learn 
from the next words—we are his 
workmanship, created anew unto 
good works. Viz. God hath called 
us out of Pagan darkness into the 
marvellous light of the gospel ; from 
the world, lying in wickedness into 
the christian church, for the purpose 
that we should abound in devotion, 
righteousness, charity, meekness, pu- 
rity, and all the christian virtues ; and 
if we do not answer this design of 
God in bringing us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son, he has no such grace 
in store for us, as will, after a wicked 
life unrepented of, secure us admis- 
sion into heaven ; for he hath declar- 
ed—that without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord :—And let it nev- 
er be forgotten, Christ Jesus has de- 
clared—that it is not every one that 
saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall en- 
ter into the kingdom of Heaven.” 

After illustrating a truth, that is so 
often passed by, and especially by 
those of sectarian views, viz. that the 
Epistles, particularly to the Romans, 
and Ephesians, were addressed to 
churches formed out of Paganism, 
and, although rarely initiated into the 
covenant of grace, by baptism, they 
were called to be saints, elected, and 
made heirs of the kingdom of God ; 
yet they were exhorted to be renev- 
ed in the temper and spirit of their 





minds ; and assured, as in the lan. § eousn 
guage of our Saviour, that notwith- § ture, | 
standing their high vocation by the § dy the 
gospel, tribulation and wrath, § the re 
should rest upon every one that did § There 
evil ; upon the Jew, and also upon § be elec 
the Gentile—our Author proceeded, § the wo 

‘“‘ 3. By this distinguished mercy, & as he / 
of being translated out of the king- & the fou 
dom of satan into the kingdom of Je. & should 
sus Christ ; and enjoying the privi- & before . 
liges of the Gospel,” they might nated x 
learn and understand, the meaning of B the ad. 
the election of grace, which so often & election 
occurs in the New Testament, by § tized pe 
saying, as were 

“This word [election] has been § put on | 
so much abused, it isnot uncommon ing ¢o ¢ 
to hear people speak significantly, — Peter u: 
such a one holds to election—where- § church 1 
as he who denies election, the elec-B together 
tion of grace, must deny a distin-§that chu 
guishing doctrine of the Gospel.—E-B with the 
lection denotes certain peculiar priv-§ churches 
ileges and favors bestowed on some, same tim 
whereby they are designated fromgchurch 
others.—To elect, is to choose oneMfthat ever 
before another—in which God hasfitwo cong 
distinguished christians from all thegeternal de 
rest of mankind, by making us _his§condition 























































peculiar people. Therefore all chrisfflite. Th 
tians are elect, by the election offtures ever 
grace, vessels of mercy.”— [i.eflong to tl 
designed for mercy.] ‘ Thus thi§grace; ye 
Israelites were once a peculiar peogming perish 
ple of God ; nevertheless upon theif§vangelical 
fall through unbelief, all the Gentilesf#God’s elec 
who believed in Christ, succeeded if “ Hence 
their place, and became the ele ristians, 
and peculiar people of God. ‘Thulheir callir 
Peter, Ye are a chosen generation, Mmeannot be 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, @polute elect 
peculiar people. This is affirmed off thing, it i 


all christians in general ; becauygf0 make it 
they are separated from, and prefeg@one. T 
red before the rest of mankind, "nd electio 
enjoy the unsearchable riches of thgture the e 
Gospel through Jesus Christ. Agr souls, / 
as God, before the foundation of thnances a 
world, designed this grace for third bla 
Gentiles ; ‘hat we should be adoptegrélled us to 
into his family, and become his chifanity, and 
dren ; not for any works of rigi! dus from 
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lan. — eousness done while in a state of na- 
vith. § ture, bu: of mere mercy he saved us 
y the B by the washing of regeneration and 
ruth, § the renewing of the woty Guosr. 
t did § Therefore all christians are said to 


upon & be elected, before the foundation of 


eded, @ the world, as Eph. 14. According 
ercy, — 4s he hath chosen usin him before 
king- § the foundation of the world, that we 
of Je. B should be holy, and withoolt blame 
privi- before him in love, having predesti- 
might nated us (not to eternal life but) to 
ing of & the adoption of children. In this 
often B election, St. Paul includes all bap- 
it, by & tized persons : Gal. 3. 27.—as many 

as were baptized into Christ, had 
; been & put on Christ, and were his accord- 
mmon ing to the promise.. ‘Thus again St. 
antly,@ Peter uses the word elect :—Tve 
vhere- church which is at Babylon, elect 
> elec-B logether with you, saluteth you. By 
distin: that church being elected together 


.—E-gwith them, he means those two 
r priv. churches were planted about the 
some,@ same time, and were united with the 


church militant; but not a word, 
that every individual person in those 
two congregations elected was by an 
eternal decree, absolutely, and un- 
conditionally appointed to eternal 
lite. ‘Thus according to the scrip- 
tures every one of us christians be- 
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tion oO 
- [i.e long to the election of God’s free 
jus thamerace; yet we shall notwithstand- 


ing perish, if we do not perform e- 
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yn theifmvangelical obedience; worthy of 

‘entileigvod’s electing love. 

ededitm “ Hencé the apostle exhorts all 

» ele ristians, to give diligence, to make 
Thuatheir calling and election sure. This 

ation,™eannot be meant of our personal, ab- 

ition, @polute election ; for ifthere be such 









i thing, it is not in the power of man 
o make it more sure, than God hath 
lone. ‘Thefore,to make our calling 
ind election sure, is by faith to se- 
ure the end, viz. the salvation of 
bur souls, by walking in all the or- 
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n of thiminances and commandments of the 
for third blameless. For when God 
adoptemealled us to the knowledge of chris- 


lanity, and elected, and distinguish- 


dus from, and preferred us before, 
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the rest of the world to be his people ; 
his design in this was, that we should 
excell all other men in the christian 
virtues, and in the end, obtain etern- 
al glory: and when we do so, we 
make our calling and election sure, 
firm and effectual. But, on the con- 


trary, when we walk not worthy of 


our christian priv'liges, but live in 
wickedness, and let not the Gospel 
have its genuine effect upon our lives, 
we then lose the end of our calling 
and election, and forget our birth- 
right as christians. 

“4, Our conversion from a state 
of wickedness, to a life of holiness is 
the gift of God, and the effect of his 
gracious operations on our souls. 
Every good christian must say as 
St. Paul, By the grace of God I am 
what Tam. We have now as much 
need of the Holy Ghost to sanctify 
us, as we had of Christ to redeem 
us. And’although Jesus Christ most 
graciously offers eternal salvation to 
all who will obey him ; yet no man 
will ever come to him ‘and accept of 
his kind offer, unless the Father 
draw him, and it be given him Srom 
above. Itis God that wor ks inus 
both to will and to do. He makes 
us perfect in every good work, to 
do his will; working in us that which 
is well pleasing i inhis sight. And 
indeed if we could of ourselves, and 
without the gracious influence of the 
Holy Ghost. become good men, it 
would be very impertinent to put up 
such petitions to God, as often occur 
in the Holy Scriptures, and in our 
constant devotions: Then there 
could be no propriety in praying 
(with David) Create in mea clean 
heart, O God ; and renew a right 
spirit within me: Or, that God 
would cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of his Ho- 
ly Spirit.” 

Our author might have added oth- 
er extracts from the liturgy and hom- 
ilies of the church, in proof of his po- 
sition, which will be found abundant- 
ly supplied, during his controversy 
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_on the subject of Grace. However, 


I will ask the patience of the reader 
while I make a few reflections for the 
conviction and conversion of those, 
who are constantly slandering the 
church, as denying the doctrine of 
renovation by the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Homily on the misery of 
man, tells us,“ We have neither 
faith, charity, hope, patience, chas- 
tity, nor any thing else that is good, 
but of God ; and therefore these vir- 
tues he called there, viz. Gal. 5. the 
fruits of the Holy Ghost, and not the 
fruit of man.” According to this, 
faith is not the produce of man’s free 
will by nature, for as man has not, in 
himself, by nature, love to God, hu- 
mility, purity of heart, or any other 
grace, so he has neither the grace of 
a lively faith: his understanding may 
be convinced but the carnal mind is 
opposed, till this faith, in the lan- 
guage of the church, becomes lively. 
Thus, says the Homily for the salva- 
tion of mankind—* three things 
must go together in our justification, 
and the third, is atrue and lively 
faith in the merits of Jesus Christ, 
which is not ours, but by God's 
working in us.” Thus in the col. 
lect for the 14th Sunday after Trini- 
ty—* Almighty and everlasting God, 
give unto us the increase of faith, 
hope, charity &c.” If the increase of 
faith be God’s gift, then so is the first 
seed and principle thereof, for the 
same reason. Accordingly, we find 
the church retufning thanks to God 
in this manner. “ We give thee 
humble and hearty thanks, that thou 
hast vouchsafed to call us te the 
knowledge of thy grace, and faith in 
thee.” —It would be endless to men- 
tion all the passages in the Liturgy 
to this purpose ; let them be all ex- 
plained by Mr. Beach, who says, 
** But though it be true’ that every 
moral virtue in us, is the fruit of the 
spirit ; and every good thought word 
and work, is the effect of the divine 
grace; yet it is equally true, that 


when men remain graceless, it is not 
because God is not ready and wil- 
ling to afford them sufficient grace, 
but because they recetve it in vain. 

“ When God don’t give man a heart 
to repent and obey the Gospel, the 
defect is not on God’s part, but on 
man’s. It is not because God denies 
them his gracious aids, and leaves 
them to their own impotency ; but 
because they will not yield to, but 
baffle the grace of God ; which, up- 
on their concurring with, would make 
them to be partakers of the inherit 
ance of the saints in light. St. Paul 
says (2. Cor. 6, 1.) We then as wor- 
kers together with him, beseech you 
alse that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain.” 

(To be continued. ) 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 


Of those great men whose memo 
ry has survived their earthly pilgrim 
age, there are three different classes 
the heroic, the literary, and th 
Christian. The first are distinguish 
ed by military achievments and oth 
er deeds of fortitude and bravery 
These are the favorites of the mult 
tude, their praises are shouted } 
millions, and their exploits presente 
to posterity with: all the decoration 
of history eloquence and poetry 
The literary, disregarding the ign 
rant and unrefined, seek by the exe 
cise of superior intellectual pore 

the admiration of a select and ¢ 
lightened few. Their names and ; 
bours are venerated by the patroif 
of genius. Their praises though fe 
er are not less gratifying. Ti 
Christian strives by love to God, a0! 
of benevolence to others, andl a tn 
umph over the debasing propensitié 
of our nature, to obtain their own 4 
probation and that of heaven. Tet 
poral fame is to them a seconda 


1823. 


motive 
are too 
comme 
sympa 
only w 
binatio 
the exe 
are the 
thrown 
the we 
men. 
Thor 
conceiv 
warms ; 
true bel 
sideratic 
that the 
ithe mo 
characte 
The « 
with the 
beneficiz 
as the m 
and a ge 
erence t 
give tot 
qualities. 
sion of fe 
fect in tk 
And stra 
novelists 
ophers, \ 
ment, co 
ther than 
est pass 


| those qué 


common 
brute, to: 
ly to an 
soul. 
That i 
reins to o 
and direc 
more self 
revenge ¢ 
parent ; 
perior ity 
characte 
consider: 
both in 
Historia 
have vol 
lure, and 





AUG, 


S$ not 
wil- 
race, 
ain. 
heart 
|, the 
put on 
Jenies 
eaves 
3 but 
o, but 
h, up- 
make 
herit- 
, Paul 
§ WOr- 
h you 
grace 


R- 


memo 
ilgrim: 
lasses, 


id the 


nguish 
nd oth 
raver} 
» multi 
ted by 
esente 
ration 
poetry 
e ign 
e exe! 
owe 
nd ef 
and | 


patroii 


gh fe 
Th 


od, ac 


da tn 
ensitit 
ywn a 

Ten 
‘onda 





f and a general sentiment. 


1$23.] 


motive, and their feelings and views 
are too far removed from those which 
commonly guide men, to excite much 
sympathy or attention ; so that it is 
only when some extraordinary com- 
bination of circumstances demands 
the exercise of those qualities which 
are the hero’s boast, that they are 
thrown into public notice, and excite 
the wonder of the great mass of 
men. 

Though the unrenewed can not 
conceive of the pious sunshine which 
warms and enlightens the hearts of 
true believers, a moments candid con 
sideration must make him confess 
that the Christian even in this life, is 


}the most dignified and happy of 


characters. 

The disposition of mind acquired 
with the greatest difficulty, and most 
beneficial in its tendency, is regarded 
as the most noble. This is a correct 
The pref- 
erence therefore which most men 
give to the heroic over the Christian 
qualities, arises from a misapprehen- 
sion of facts rather than from any de- 
fect in their standard of excellence. 
And strange as it may seem, poets, 
novelists, historians and even philos- 
ophers, while they allow this senti- 
ment, countenance the indulgence ra- 
ther than the subjection of our wild- 
est passions, and have preferred 
those qualities which we possess in 
common with the savage and the 
brute, tothose which can belong on- 
ly to an enlightened and immortal 
soul. 

That it is less difficult to give the 
reins to our passions than to restrain 
aud direct them, or that it requires 
more self denial to forgive than to 
revenge an injury, is sufficiently ap- 
parent ; but to see distinctly the su- 
periority of fortitude in the Christian 
character requires a more attentive 
consideration. ‘This superiority is 
both in genuineness and duration. 
Historians tell us of patriots who 
have voluntarily suffered exile, tor- 
ture, and death ; and of those who 
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from motives independent of chris- 
tanity, have exhibited surprising 
firmness in the cause of others ; but 
we find their voluntary suffering were 
commonly short and on the side of 
popular favour. Those of Chris- 
tians have been during their whole 
lives, and in opposition to the kings 
and princes of the world, the fury of 
multitudes, the evil passions of the 
human heart, and the opposition of 
our great adversary. They have 
perseveringly devoted their lives to 
the benefit of others, with the expec- 
tation of receiving for their benevo- 
lence, in this world contempt, perse- 
cution and death. In comparing 
these two characters his magnanimi- 
ty should net be undervalued, who 
like the Roman Fabius can lay 
down his life for his country, though 
he is at the same time certain that he 
shall obtain the praises of an admir- 
ing republic, and render his name co- 
extensive with history ; but, he is far 
from manifesting equal fortitude 
with him, who like the worthies of 
the reformation, fear not to end in 
ignomy and torment, a life which has 
been passed in labours and suffer- 
ings. 

The superiority of the Christian 
over the heroic character in this res- 
pect, is not in kind, but in degree of 
excellence. ‘The fortitude of the for- 
mer is possessed also by the latter, 
though to a less extent. But there 
is another and a higher kind of forti- 
tude, to which the common hero can 
make no pretensions. This is cour- 
age to meet the public frown, and to 
discountenance immorality however 
it may deck itself in the garb of 
greatness, or be protected by popular 
favour. That stedfastness of soul 
which enables the good man to with- 
stand the tide of general corruption, 
and in some measure to restrain the 
fury, and direct the course of that 
torrent, by which the favourite of the 
people is borne onward without re- 
sistance. The mighty tyrant of hu- 
man mind, public sentiment, posses- 
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ses an influence which is little less 
that omnipotent. All its direction, 
norals and manners change : to it, all 
our passions and propensities submit. 
Lider its countenance, vice is sanc- 
tified. Scarcely any crime can be na- 
ned which, in some age or nation 
hath wot triumphed by its favour. 
We ourselves behold by its permis- 
sion the demon of slavery enjoy un- 
disturbed repose in the residence of 
liberty, and assassination ride fear- 
less on the dagger of the duelist. 
‘lo its dictates, the candidate for 
fame or literary distinction trembling- 
ly submits. ‘The Christian alone, 
with calm determination and virtu- 
ous independence, disregards — its 
mighty power, and like Elijah of old 
thinks the wind, the earthquake, and 
the fire less terrible than the still 
small voice in which is the Lord. 
The superiority of the Christian 
character over all others, for the pro- 
Motion of happiness, both in individ- 
vals and communities is still more 
apparent. His present tranquility 
arising from the consciousness of 
past rectitude, and a confidence in 
the protection of an almighty pow- 
er, need not be remarked upon ; but, 
there is one advantage for temporal 
happiness which he PUSsesses, that 
deserves a more parte ular consider- 
ation. ‘bhisis the transter of his an- 
ticipations from the objects of time 
and sense, tothose which are divine 
anu eternal, thus epabling us to en- 
jos all the pleasures of hope without 
its disappointments. A great im- 
pediment to temporal happiness, and 
one which none bat the Christian 
can remove, is that the same temper- 
ament of mind, which is best fitted 
for the perception of pleasure, is the 
least so for the endurance of pain ; 
and as severe pains occur more fre- 
quently than transporting pleasues, 
whoever would augment his enjey- 
ment by refining his feelings avill 
generally find the ratio of his pain to 
his pleasure much increased — Per- 
gons who possess this excess of teei- 
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ing, are peculiarly sensitive both to 
benefits and injuries. Those acts of 
benevolence or tokens of disdain, 
which would perhaps afford mere 
subject of diversion to others, excite 
in them paroxisms of feeling, of 
which the more stoical part of men, 
cannot even conceive. 1. human na- 
ture were not depraved ; if envy, jeal- 
ousy and hatred did not exist ; and if 
we were more inclined to pity the 
weaknesses of others, than to rejoice 


at, and exaggerate them, this disposi- | 


tion of mind would be of all terres. 
trial possessions the most desirable, 
But this is far from being our condi- 
tion, and so far are our race “ gone 
from original righteousness ’ that one 
of the greatest misfortunes to which 
we are exposed is the possessing of a 
mind which strongly desires to be at 
peace and charity with all men, and 
which is teelingly alive to every 
whisper of thoughtlessness or malice. 
The Christian alone enjoys the 
pleasures of an acute sensibility, -in 
some degree separate from its pains. 
Hie may possess a vivid imagination 
and a feeling heart, without being 
wretched. He can smile with indif- 
ference on the petty disappointments 
and mortifications of this lite, know- 
ing that “ this light affliction, which 
is but for a season, worketh for him 
a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” But the superior- 
ty of enjoyment which the Christian 
receives from the pleasures of taste, is 
not merely that he isenabled to divest 
the rose of its thorn, but also that his 
admiration is increased by beholding 
the work of him who thus clothes 
the grass of the field. When he con- 
templates the beauties of opening 
day or of timely evening, the solemn 
grandeur of autumn, or the pomp of 
winter, his feelings acquire new dig- 
nity from nature around him, and 
his thoughts are borne upward to 
him who has formed all things, with 
such astonishing wisdom and beauty, 
and “ whose ways are in the whirl- 
wind and in the storm.” When he 
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looks into the recesses of science, he 
not only gratifies his curiosity with a 
view of the numerous and varied ob- 
jects which are there presented to 
his examination, but seems to behold 
in those mighty laws which govern 
nature from the smallest to the most 
magnificent object of his conception, 
the thoughts of their creator made 
visible. In short in whatever light 
we view the Christian, his claims to 
be considered happy, even in this 
world, are incomparably superior to 
those of any other class of men. An- 
ger, malice and jealousy, with all 
those desires and passions which 
war upon the internal peace, have 
little influence on him. The social 
affections, are his almost exclusively. 
A leading precept of his divine mas- 
ter is, that we love one another. 
Emulations for temporal distinction 
disturb net the holy quiet of his soul. 
He seeks a better even an heavenly 
country. With the dignity of a su- 
perior nature, he pities the misled 
followers of ephemeral phantoms and 
transient shadows ; and while heroes 
and demagogues toil for empire in 
this world, secures for himself an in- 
terest in the kingdom of heaven. 

If we estimate the Christian char- 
acter by its effects on community we 
shall value it still more highly. That 
excessive desire of self aggrandize- 
ment, quick sense of injuries, and 
impatience of restraint which most 
men admire, when united with great 
talents and influence, become the se- 
verest scourges of our race, while 
the Christian’s desire is peace on 
earth and good will to men. A dis- 
tinguished advocate for christianity 
has remarked on this subject thus. 

“J+ If this disposition were uni- 
versal, the case is clear, the world 
would be a society of friends. Where- 
as if the other disposition were uni- 
versal, it would produce a scene of 
universal contention. The world 
could not hold a generation of such 
men. 

II. If what is the fact, the disposi- 
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tion be partial, ifa few be actuated 
by it, amongst a multitude who are 
not ; in whatever degree it does pre- 
vail i in the same proportion it pre- 
vents, allays and terminates quarrels, 
the great disturbers of human happi- 
ness, and the great sources of human 
misery, so far as man’s happiness 
and misery depend upon man. With- 
out this disposition, enmities must 
not only be frequent, but, once be- 
gun, must be eternal ; for, each retal- 
iation being a fresh injury, and con- 
sequently requiring a fresh satisfac- 
tion, no period can be assigned to the 
reciprocation of affronts, and to the 
progress of hatred, but that which 
closes the lives, or at least the inter- 
course of the parties.” 

These are sume of the advantages 
of the Christian character considered 
in reference to this world. Its superi- 
or efficacy in raising us above the 
low, sensual, and selfish trifles which ’ 
engage the thoughts and direct the 
efforts of most men, in promoting in- 
ternal peace and enjoyment, and in 
diffusing happiness abroad, is so stri- 
king, tha: even the infidel, if a friend 
to virtue, while he candidly consid- 
ers these effects, must exclaim: : 
Though Christianity be an imposi- 
tion or a dream, may it last forever. 


ee. an 


From the Christian Observer 


A HINT TO MINISTERS. 

It is observed by Dr. Watts, that 
“if we would i improve our minds by 
conversation, it is a great happiness 
to be acquainted with persons wiser 
than ourselves. Itis a piece of use- 
ful advice, therefore, to get the favor 
of their conversation frequently, as 
far as circumstances will allow.” 

It was greatly to my advantage, 
that a few years since I spent a short 
time in the neighbourhood of such a 
person—a person who was “ wiser 
than myself” in an eminent degree— 
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and was occasionally permitted to 
profit by his conversation. As I was 
then soon about to take orders, he 
spoke to me upon some of those sub- 
jects which are connected with the 
duties of a clergyman. One eve- 
ning the discourse turned upon the 
accountable character of man under 
the Christian dispensation. When 
I left my friend, | made a short ent- 
ry in my note book, which contains, 
I believe, the substance of what he 
said to me upon this subject, and 
which is nearly to the follwiug pur- 
pose. ‘The thoughts may not be 
particularly new, but they are judi- 
cious and pious: they seem to agree 
with the general tenor of Scripture, 
and with the language of our Church. 
You may, therefore, perhaps, consi- 
der them worthy a place in your Mis- 
cellany. 

It isa dangerous thing, observed 
my friend, tg imbibe or to teach any 
system which tends to represent man 
as not being an accountable creature. 
If it is strictly and literally true, that 
man is entirely passive in the work 
of his Salvation by Jesus Christ, as 
well in its commencement as in its 
progress ; if in no sense whatever he 
is to be considered as an agent, then 
it seems to follow, that he is a mere 
machine in the hands of his Creator, 
and cannot be a responsible being. 

jut surely, this does not agree with 
the word of God ; with those invita- 
tions and warnings which are found 
in every part of the Scriptures: and, 
so to preach, so to represent the doc- 
trines of grace, as to leave such an 
impression on the mind, can be pro- 
ductive of no good, but may do much 
harm. Wihsome men, who wish 
to get rid of what are called the re- 
straints of religion altogether, it may 
have the effect of making them a 
kind of corrupt fatalists : with others 
who are upon the whole sincere, it 
may still tend to abate that “ hunger 
and thirst after righteousness,” which 
should always be increasing ; and 


with all, it must weaken the hold up- 
on the conscience. 

But if, on the other hand, it is true 
that under the preventing and assist- 
ing grace of God, “ to him that hath,” 
(that is, to him who employs and ‘im- 
proves what he has, and prays for 
more) “ shall be given” —“ and from 
him that hath not,” (that is, from 
him who does not employ, but neg- 
lects or resists what he has) “ shall 
be taken even that which he hath.” 
Mark iv. 25.—If it is true, that un- 
der the influences of divine grace, 
man is still in possession of power 
“ to go and trade with the talent, or 
to hide it in the earth,” (Matt. xxv.) 
then we can speak to the conscience ; 
for then it is evident that man is ac- 
countable to God for the use he 
makes of his day of grace, for the 
manner in which he treats the “ good 
tidings” which are brought te him by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. With 
this view, (and it seems to be the 
scriptural view) of divine grace, we 


can direct his attention to the day of 


final account, and shew him that he 
will be then either acquitted, if he 
shall have cast himself as a guilty, 
unworthy, and penitent sinner, on 
the merits of his Redeemer, and 
shall have had his conversation as it 
becometh the Gospel of Christ ; or 
condemned, if it shall appear that he 
has not the mark of the Lamb in his 
forehead, having neglected or reject- 
ed the proffered salvation. It is well 
observed by Mr. Wilberforce in his 
Practical View, when speaking of our 
deliverance through the Gospel of 
Christ from the guilt and dominion 
of sin, that “ it must ever be caretul- 
ly remembered, that this deliverance 
is not forced on us, but offered to us. 
Weare furnished, indeed with every 
help, and are always to bear in mind, 
that we are unable of ourselves to 
will and do rightly; but we are 
plainly admonished to “ work out 
our own salvation with fear and trem- 


bling.” And St. Austin has said 
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upon this subject, “ Si non sit liber- 
um arbitrium, quomodo damnabitur 
mundus ? st non sit gratia, gquomodo 
servabitur 2” 

Toconvince their hearers of the 
corrupt state of human nature, and 
of their actual transgressions; to 
speak to their consciences ; to shew 
them that “ the condition of man, af- 
ter the fallof Adam, is such, that he 
cannot turn and prepare himself by 
his own natural good works to faith 
and calling upon God ;” (10 Art. of 
Relig.) and, at the same time, to set 
before them the love of God, in giv- 
ing his son for the redemption of the 
world ; the great doctrines of “ re- 
pentance toward God, and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ ;” the 
necessity of “ adeath unto sin, and 
a new birth unto righteousness ;” the 
duty of praying for the “ Holy Spir- 
it, which our heavenly Father is ever 
ready to give to them that ask him,” 
Luke xi. 13 ; and so, to endeavour 
to leave upon the mind a conviction 
that they are without excuse if they 
neglect so great salvation :-—this the 
ministers of the Church of Christ 
should make the foundation, the sub- 
stance of their address ;—this should 
be their chief aim, when they speak 
to the ignorant and unconverted com- 
mitted to their charge. And when 
they are engaged with such charac- 
ters, they cannot imbibe too much of 
that tender feeling and compassion- 
ate temper of mind, which our bles- 
sed Lord manifested on his approach 
to Jerusalem. “ He beheld the city, 
and wept overit.” Nor on such oc- 
casions, can they too much imitate 
his language, when, (even immedi- 
ately after contemplating the secret 
counsels of his heavenly Father, in 
“ hiding these things from the wise 
and prudent, and revealing them un- 
to babes,””) he gave forth the general 
invitation, “ Come unto me, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. ‘Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 
Iam meek and lowly in heart: and 
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ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.” Matt. xi. 28—30. 


eG ne 
ANECDOTE. 


The progress of the great king, 
Alp Arslan, was retarded by the gov- 
ernor of Berzem ; and Joseph, the 
Carizmian, presumed to defend his 
fortress against the powers of the 
East. When he was produced a 
captive in the royal tent, the Sultan, 
instead of praising his valour, severe- 
ly reproached his obstinate folly, and 
the insolent replies of the rebel pro- 
voked a sentence, that he should be 
fastened to four stakes and left to 
expire in that painful situation. At 
this command the desperate Cariz- 
mian, drawing a dagger, rushed 
headlong towards the throne: the 
guards raised their battle axes ; their 
zeal was checked by Alp Arslan, 
the most skilful archer of the age ; 
he drew his bow, but his foot slipped, 
the arrow glanced aside, and he re- 
ceived in his breast the dagger of Jo- 
seph, who was instantly cut in pie- 
ces. The wound was mortal, and 
the Turkish prince bequeathed a dy- 
ing admonition to the pride of kings. 
“In my youth,” said Alp Arslan, 
“ T was advised by a sage to humble 
myself before God, to distrust my 
own strength, and never to despise 
the most contemptible enemy. I 
have neglected these lessons ; and 
my neglect has been deservedly pun- 
ished. Yesterday from an eminence 
I beheld the numbers, the discipline, 
and the spirit of my armies ; the 
earth seemed to tremble under my 
feet, and I said in my heart, surely 
thou art the king of the world, the 
greatest and most invincible of war- 
riors. These armies are no longer 
mine ; and in the confidence of my 
personal strength, I now ess into the 
hand of an assassin.” Arslan 
possessed the vtrtues of a a Tusk and 
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a Musselman ; his voice and stature 
commanded the reverence of man- 
kind ; his face was shaded with long 
whiskers ; and his ample turbau was 
fashioned in the shape of a crown. 
The remains of the Sultan were de- 
posited in the tomb of the Seljukian 
dynasty, and the passenger might 
read and meditate this useful inscrip- 
tion: * O ye who have seen the glo- 
ry of Alp Arslan, exalted to the hea- 
vens, repair to Maru, and you will 
behold it buried inthe dust!” The 
annihilation of the inscription and 
the tomb itself, more forcibly pro- 
claims the instability of human great- 
ness. ‘Translated from the Biblio- 
thequé Orientale of D’ Herbelot, in 
Gibbons Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire. Vol. X. p. 362. 


ON A MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN THE 
CHURCH. 


[Our desire to see a spirit of mis- 
sions more universally pervade our 
church, must be our apology fur ad- 
ding another piece on the same sub- 
ject, to the one already introduced 
into the present number. So long 
as Sylvester continues to write such 
eluquent appeals, for the Philadel- 


phia Recorder, so long shall we con- 


tinue to extract them for the benefit 
of our readers. It would be a strange 
discovery indeed, if it shouid be 
found, that Episcopalians had very 
extensively conceived the idea, that 
they had nothing to do with support- 
ing Missions—at least out of our 
own country. To what else can we 
attribute their general apathy -—Let 
the clergy look to this : to them be- 
longs the task of correcting the pub- 
lic sentiment. Let each one of them 
discuss and urge the subject from the 
pulpit, and we will venture to pre- 
dict, that in one year, a general rev- 
olution will take place in the minds 
of Episcopalians on this most inter- 
esting department of duty. ] 





Messrs. Editors.—Allow me to 
express to you, and your readers, 
the feelings with which a few num- 
bers of the Recorder, lately finding 
their way into my retirement, inspir- 
ed ime. 

It is something like ten years now 
since, becoming sensible J trust of 
the supreme value of religion, I began 
to mingle with the members of the 
church, with a view of participating 
in those advantages which its com- 
munion offers: And you can easily 
imagine my disappointment and per- 
plexity on finding little or no sympa- 
thy with my new sentiments and 
feelings, or meeting with scarcely 
any disposition in my associates to 
talk of any thing connected with 
Christianity, but its mere externals ; 
and to hold indeed no conversation 
even about them, but what was of 
the most subordinate moment. It 
was really the general fact, with 
those among whom my lot was cast 
for several years ; and you will not 
be surprised that having no relish for 
such religious companionship, I have 
been on the point of falling into hab- 
its of seclusion and reserve, which, I 
am convinced, are quite incompati- 
ble with christian duty. It is some 
time since, 1 thought I observed a 
change of things for the better ina 
number of those around me? but 
never have J been so delightfully im- 
pressed by the symptoms of it, as on 
the sight of your publication. I now 
hail, | trust with devout joy and cor- 
dial affection, the arrival of the time 
when the American Episcopal 
Church is, like her venerable mother, 
destined no longer to dishonour her 
noble origin, and misimprove her 
fine constitution, and limit her desir- 
ed growth by the nairow principles 
of a secular policy. The ambition 
of bringing over the community to 
her peculiarities, important as they 
may be deemed in their place, is 
now no longer te characterize her. 
That she is a ¢ pillar and ground of 
the truth,’ that she is ‘ built on the 
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foundation of the Apostles and 


Prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief 


corner stone ;’ that in her articles 


and formularies, are embodied and 
pourtrayed in their fairest forms and 
proportions, those great fundamenial 
principles of the Gospel, which are 
the only hope of perishing men, is 


F now to be her topic of humble and 


grateful exultation, and the great aim 
of all her efforts, to spread abroad 
the mighty and transforming knowl- 
edge of God her Saviour—to bring 
under its real and effective influence 
the thousands at home, within her 
and around her, and to carry it in all 
its purity and beneficence, to the mil- 
lions abroad, who are living and dy- 
ing amid the pollution and darkness, 
and misery of heathenism. On eve- 
ry ground may we now expect her en- 
largement and prosperity to be great 


p and unexampled. From the ordina- 


ry principles of human nature and 
the course of things, it is easy to see 
that carzying now to the bosoms of 
men, appeals on a subject so impres- 


f sive as their own eternal welfare, she 


will gain ascendancy over countless 
hearts, hitherto barred against her 
claims to primitive order, which 
they cannot comprehend, and which, 
caring nothing about either the 
church or religion, they have really 
never seriously regarded: for as a 
general fact, it has been found, that 
until men become concerned about 
religion itself, they are little soliciteus 
about the exact order of its institu- 
tions. 

But it is still more from her mis- 
sionary plans that great things may 
be anticipated for her. The experi- 
ence of ages attests that nothing 
contributes to the improvement of a 
church more‘ powerfully than en- 
gagement in missionary exertions. 
Indeed, a disposition to such exer- 
tions marks an actual incipient im- 
provement of the most decided kind. 
To look through the dark forest and 
over the waste of waters, and to fix 
éneye on the wretchedness and de- 
32 


gradation, and awful peril of those 
who are sitting in the region and 
shadow of death, and to feel for them 
and ardently to desire and resolutely 
to attempt the relief and rescue of 
them—this is the very spirit of 
Christianity : and it is impossible for 
it to act on any human being, or any 
human community, without the most 
powerful, rapid, extensive and salu- 
tary effects. It takes us out of our 
little selves, and loosens the tight 
band of exclusive personal interest, 
and expands our bosoms in benevo- 
lent sympathy; and who can fail 
being better off for this, as little a 
way comparatively as it goes? But 

now more than all, it brings us into 
contact with spriritual and eternal 
things, and makes us realize our un- 
divided and everlasting concern in 
them. We feel then that we are to 
live hereafter and forever ; and the 
question starts upon us—in what 
condition 2? And we are pressed by 
it tothe scriptures, to search them for 
ourselves—and thus do we discover 
our guilt and our danger, and betake 
ourselves finally to the hope too, 
which is there set before us. A 
thousand times no doubt, has the 

rocess passed on individual men, 
till whole bodies have shown the re- 
sult of it. 

Apart moreover from this visible 
course of things, the Great Head of 
the Church has pledged himself to 
honour those who aim at honouring 
him ; and how can he be more hon- 
oured, than by efforts to spread the 
knowledge of his truth ? ‘ Prove me’ 
is the language of his condescension 
to us, § with your offerings im my ser- 
vice,’ ‘if l will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it? And 
how often has he been thus proved. 
See but the Church of England, up- 
on whom scarcely had her missiona- 
ries looked the heathen in the face, 
when the blessing of heaven descen- 
ded in such copious effusions, as 
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have made her literally ‘a praise in 
the earth.’ And shall not her own 
daughter of America, following in her 
footsteps, share also her prosperity ? 
Come then ye mitred and all the 
consecrated among her sons—our 
reverend fathers and brethren, unite 
anew in your peculiar office of en- 
kindling among all orders of her 
members the flame of christian be- 
nevolence and missionary zeal, which 
are the same thing ! And pour forth 
your treasures, ye rich, in this no- 
blest of causes; and ennoble and 
enrich yourselves, ye poor, by bring- 
ing your willing mites to its support ! 
And oh, ye youths of her ministry ! 
which of you are first to lift up your 
hearts to this object of pure and ex- 
alted enterprize ? Behold the long 
line of the dark coasts of idolatry ! 
There see the Great Captain, under 
whose banners you are already en- 
listed, beckons you to victories such 
as were never won in any other ser- 
vice. Where are the first volunteers 
in this expedition—where the Hen- 
ry Marryns oF AMERICAN Episco- 
pacy ! Who among you all that nave 
sacrifices like him to make, in going 
to lay down his head at the feet of 
his master, in the camp of his ene- 
mies? But he laid it down covered 
with laurels. ‘Two dear boys have 
I whom willingly, I trust, would I 
gveto die like him after fighting as 
he did. But may scores and hun- 
dreds of our rising youth take prece- 
dence of them in the enterprise ! 
With this prayer, and wishing 
you too, Messrs. Editors, all success 
in the part you are called to bear in 
this cause, I remain humbly and af- 
fectionately yours, S\LVESTER. 


——— 


ON THE PROPER MODE OF PERFORM- 
ING THE SERVICE. 


Looking into a late number of that 
highly respectable work, the Gos- 
ren ApvocaTE,I1 was alittle sur. 


prised to finda writer, who signs 
himself Senescens, disapproving of 
loud responses in the performance of 
Divine worship. His words are 


these :—“ What I have always con.§ 


sidered decidely the best manner of 
reciting the hymns and psalms, and 
other versicles directed to be repeat. 
ed by the people, next to that of 
chanting them, is for the clerk t 
pronounce them audibly and dis. 
tinctly, and for every person in 
the congregation, old and young, 
male and female, learned and un 
learned, to accompany him, in a 
veice just above the breath, forming 
what I would call (if I might be al. 
lowed so mean an expression upon 
so grave a topic) a universal hum, or 
susurrum.” 

Now, | have the misfortune to 
differ, toto calo, from the writer, 
as to the best manner of performing 
the service. Instead of leaving it 
to “the worthy parish clerk” to 
bear the chief burthen of the re. 
sponses, I could wish every maz, 
woman and child in the congrege 
tion, to respond also, in a clear, dis 
tinct, and audible voice. In my 
view, this is the only way in which 
full effect can be given to our beau 
tiful service ; and so far from think- 
ing it an innovation, I should be 
much n.ore disposed to give thal 
name to the gentle, sleep-inducing 
susurrum, recommended by _ the 
writer alluded to. 

Nothing, I conceive, would be 
more improper than to perform 
some parts of the Liturgy in this 
manner. Many of the Psalms of 
David, rehearsed every Sunday, are 
songs of triumphant rejoicing ; and 
whether “ said or sung,” demand 4 
corresponding elevation of tone and 
spirit during the recital. Take, for 
instance, the animated Hymn— We 
praise Thee, O God, or the Jubilate 
Deo, in the Order for Daily Mor 
ning Prayer, or the Cantate Do 
mino, in that for the Evening. How 
much at variance would be the tone 
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and sentiment, if uttered in a voice 
«just above the breath’! How 


flanguid would our devotions ap- 


ar! 

I cannot but think this mode er- 
roneous too, on another account : 
it deprives the public worship of 


| God of all animation and spirit.— 


You perceive nothing of that warm 
and thrilling glow of feeling, which 
is communicated by loud and con- 
current voices, lifted up in the lan- 
guage of adoration. You lose the 
advantage of sympathy. No one, 
I presume, ever worshipped for the 
first time in a Church, where the 
fesponses arose clear and distinct 
from every part of the house, with- 
out being struck with the propriety 
of the custom, and perceiving it to 
have a sensible effect on his own de- 
yotions. That such was the early 
mode of performing the service, is 
clear, from the testimony of the 
Fathers; by one of whom we are 
told, that the Amen was pronounced 
with such emphasis, that it rolled 
through the house like thunder. 

Had the writer alluded to beena 
clergyman, he would have recollec- 
ted how much his own zeal and ani- 
mation in performing the service 
have been inspired, by hearing the 
responses made in an elevated voice. 
When the contrary is the case, he 
is apt to suspect that his people are 
not in earnest ; and the thought de- 
prives him of half of his ardor.— 
Indeed, he often finds it irksome 
to conduct the worship of the sanc- 
tuary in an edifying manner, when 
he is so badly supported by the 
voices of the congregation. 

To conclude, I cannot help think- 
ing it a part of every clergyman’s 
duty to instruct his people to make 
the responses audibly and distinctly ; 
and not to remit his exertions till he 
has thoroughly succeeded. A _par- 
ish clerk may be of great use to 
him in this part of his labours ; but, 
the object once accomplished, he 
will stand in less need of his as- 
sistance, when all have learned to 
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“ worship, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord their Maker. 
CLERICUS. 


eG 


LIGHT OF NATURE. 


Tedyscung was a noted chief 
among the Delaware tribe of Indians. 
He lived about 47 years ago, wasa 
man of great sagacity, and well 
known to many of the present inhab- 
itants of Philadelphia. 

He once observed to a friend, that 
in his conferences with the then gov- 
ernor, his words only came from the 
outside of his teeth, and added “I 
will talk so too.” 

One evening he was sober, and 
sitting by the fire-side of his friend, 
both of them looking silently at the 
fire, indulging their own reflections, 
and desiring each other’s good. At 
length the silence was interrupted by 
the friend who said, “I will tell you 
what I have been thinking of ; I was 
thinking of a rule delivered by the 
author of the Christian religion, 
which from its excellence was called 
the golden rule,” ‘ Stop,” said Ted- 
yscung, “‘ don’t praise it to me, but 
rather tell me what it is, and let me 
think for myself. Ido not wish you 
to tell me of its excellence,—4ell me 
what it is.” It is, for one man to 
do to another, as he would, should 
be done tehim.” “ That’s impossi- 
ble—it cannot be done,” Tedyscung 
immediately replied. Silence again 
ensued. ‘Tedyscung lighted his pipe, 
and walked about the room. In 
about a quarter of an hour he came 
up to his friend with a smiling coun- 
tenance, and (taking the pipe from 
his mouth) said “ Brother, I have 
been thoughtful on what you said. 
If the Great Spirit that made man 
would give him a new heart, he 
would do as you say.” 

Thus the Indian found the only 
means by which the Gospel declares 
man can fulfil his social duties. 
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SYRIAN CHURCHES. 


All who have read the Researches of 
Doct. Buchanan among the Syrian 
Christians in India, will be interested 
in the remarks of subsequent travellers 
on the present state of those churches. 
For their gratification, we give a few 
extracts from the visit of a mylitary offi- 
cer to the Syrian Mission. 


Arrival al Cotym. 


1 embarked in a canoe, hollowed out 
of a single teak tree, having in it a com- 
fortable covered cabin, and containing 
fourteen persons, beside myself. After 
a five hours sail and row, through a 
country very similar in appearance to 
that between Quilon and Allepie, we 
came in sight of the several houses of 
the Missionaries at Cotym, erected on 
some rising grounds, at no great dist- 
ance from each other ; and soon aiter, 
we discovered an ancient Church on 
our right hand in a romantic situation 
among the trees, and slightly elevated 
above the valley, through which flows 
the stream that we were ascending. A 
litdle further tothe left, and in the val- 
ley, was the Syrian College. 

I landed about a half-a-mile from Mr. 
Fenn’s house, and proceeded towards 
it on foot; but before I entered his 
grounds, he came himself to meet me, 
and gave me a Christian welcome. He, 
with Messrs. Baily and Baker, are 
Clergymen of the Church of England, 
sent out by its peculiar Missionary So- 
ciety, to the Syrians of Malabar. I 
hope to pass near a fortnight in this ve- 
ry interes'ing country. 

Cotym Chureh, and Syrian Worship. 

Feb. 20, 1821-— T accompanied Messrs. 
Fenn and Baker to the Syrian Church, 
at the village ot Cotym; where we 
found them employed in celebrating 
their religious rites; and preparing for 
a feast, in commemoration of an ancient 
Bishop from Antioch, who, after having 
rendered them essential services, died, 
and was buried there. The feast, at 
least, was im imitation of better times ; 
for it consisted in large quantities of rice 
and other food, forall the poor who 
chose to come for it. 

On arriving at the Church, the 
Metropolitan, Mar Dionysius, received 
us in asmall room leading into it, and 
serving as the habitation of one of its 
Catanars. The Metran’s appearance 
is pleasing and dignified, and his ad- 
dress good ; he seems to be about forty, 
er forty-two, years of age—has a fine 
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countenance, (evidently not of Indiau 
origin,) expressive of mild good sense ; 
yet with a meek subdued look, which 
instantaneously bespeaks our natural 
sympathy and affection. He received 
me with kindness, shaking me by the 
hand ; and | hope my manner expressed 
the respect which I felt for all that] 
had heard of bis real worth. After a 
short conversation, we went up stairs 
into a gallery, which overlooked the in- 
terior of the Church, and in it we found 
Alexandreas, one of the most respecta- 
ple Catanars, who almost immediately 
alluded to the great loss which the Syr- 
iaus had sustained io the retirement of 
their reverend protector, Colonel Mun- 
ro, from public affairs. In the mean 
time the people were assembling tor 
Divine Worship, while the Catanars 
were putting on their robesin sight of 
the whole Church, and ina way that 
evinced much want of order and deco- 
rum. After the service had commen- 
ced, they were all more attentive. The 
performances of it very much resem- 
bled that of the Romish Superstitions; 
but, towards the close, | was delighted 
to find that they read a portion of the 
New- Testament, in Malayalim, the ver- 
nacular tongue of the Syrians, and the 
people appeared to listen with much at- 
tention. The Church itself was small, 
but was completely filled. There were 

no images, but some wretched daubs of 

painting over the alter. From the 

Communion Table descended a few 

steps, on which candlesticks were pla- 

ced; and onthe centre of the upper- 

most step stood a wooden crucifix, the 

foot of which was concealed by a glory, 

apparently of solid silver. In the body 

oi the Church was a large silver @ross, 

presented lately by the Metran’s broth- 

er,a rich Syrian. The Metran himseli 
sat in the gallery with us, during the 

performance of the Service, and talked 

most of the time, but always in a mod 

estand humble manner. This gallery 

formed part of the dwelling-place occu 

pied by the Catanars of the Church; 

and is net usually considered as belong: 

ing to the latter. 


Features of the Syrians. 


I was much struck with the differ 
ence, in colour and feature, betweed 
some of the Syrians, (Jacobite Syrians at 
they call themselves) and the generali- 
ty of the Natives of India. Many o 
the former have noble distinguished fea- 
tures, such as decidedly mark a distinc! 
race ; and, though always respectful, 
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they exhibited much less servility of 
manner. 


Character and Employments of the Mis- 
sionarves. 


All the Missionaries and their Ladies 
dined this evening with Mr. and Mrs. 
Fenn, and | was a delighted spectator 
of their mutual cordiality and Christian 
friendship. It seems indeed, a peculiar 
blessing from the Almighty to this fal- 
len Church, that those whom, J hope 
without being presumptuous, we may 
venture to regard as sent to be His 
honoured instruments in restoring her 
to ber pristine faith, should be all un- 
questionably pious men : surely it is an 
earnest that His blessing will attend 
their labours 

In order to prevent confusion, and in- 
crease their mutual efficiency, they 
have, at Mr. Fenn’s suggestion, each 
taken a separate line of usefulness. Mr. 
Fenn superintends the College and its 
concerns—Mr. Baker, the Schools ; 
and Mr. Baily translates, preaches, and 
visits the Churches. By this excellent 
regulation, each becomes better master 
of the business in his own appointed 
line—no one interferes with another’s 
pursuits—and all things are conducted 
with unbroken harmony. 


Character of the Metropolitan. 


They speak in high terms of the Me- 
tropolitan’s humility and good sense : 
and they have hopes that the work of 
Diving Grace is really begun in his 
heart; particularly since they have rea- 
sonto believe that he does not neglect 
the important work of privaTE prayer, 
a part of religious duty which seems 
to have fallen into almost general and 
total disuse among the Svrians- When- 
ever the Missionaries express a wish, 
he gladly accedes to it, as far as he is a- 
ble: but this they seldom do, 1n a di- 
rect manner : as their object is, rather 
to let improvements spring from 
their suggestions, acting on the gradu- 
ally increasing light of his own mind. 
Some few ameliorations have been al- 
ready effected ; and, among them, one 
very important one—the marriage of a 
large body of the Catanars. In these 
improvements, the Metran modestly de- 
clines any share of merit ; openly attri- 
buting all to the friendly counsel of the 
Missionaries, and acknowledging his 
own sad ignorance, and earnest desire 
of further hght and instruction. He 
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personally resides in the College, and 
every evening, regularly questions the 
Students as to what they have been 
learning during the day. 


Regard of the Syrians for the memory 
of Dr. Buchanan. 


The Syrian Clergy seem to have alla 
great veneration for the name of Bu- 
chanan ; though, for two or three years 
after he left them, they quite execrated 
his memory, in consequence of their 
hearing no news of their ancient and 
only complete copy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in manuscript, which they permit- 
ted him to take away, under a promise 
of sending them the same book in print. 
Until the printed Scriptures arrived, 
they imagined he had been deceiving 
them; but when they had dilig: ntly 
compared them with the numerous frag- 
ments which they still possessed, and 
found them minutely exact copies, their 
joy and veneration far exceeded the ab- 
horrence which they had lately expres- 
sed towards their benefactor. 


Syrian College. 


Feb. 21, 1821.—Mr Fenn conducted 
me, this morning, to the College. It is 
a handsome building for this country ; 
and certainly well adapted to its present 
purpose. Its form is that of a small 
quadrangle, with an open area in the 
centre ; and outside the front gate of 
the building. but close to it, is the Cha- 
pel. The College has two stories ; and 
a useful. though very small library, pro- 
vided chiefly at the expense of the 
Church Missionary Society. 

There are at present, fourteen Stu- 
dents, destined for the Sacred Ministry, 
besides a considerable number of Boys, 
selected from the Church Schools, and 
sent here to finish their education.— 
The whole is yet in its infancy, having 
been but fifteen months in action; but 
I have seldom seen a better promise of 
future success than it presents, from 
three principal causes—the affection 
which the Young Men and Boys evince 
toward their instructor; their strongly 
expressed desire of learning; and his 
capability of filling the situation in 
which he takes the warmest interest, 

Of the most intelligent and promising 
of the Young Men, named Marcus, I 
shall probably have occasion to say 
more hereafter: to-day I saw little of 
him, except during his examination in 
the rudiments of the Latin Grammar ; 






































































































as far as he was advanced in it, he was 
well informed. 

After. having examined the Collegi- 
ans and Boys, whose progress must be 
estimated rather by the shortness of 
time since which they have commen- 
eed their studies, and by other numer- 
eus difficulties, than by their actual ac- 
quirements, we proceeded to the apart- 
ment of the Metropolitan; whom we 
found in his usual robe of crimson silk, 
with an agate cross, suspended from his 
neck by a golden chain, red shoes, gold 
or gilt buckles, and his head covered 
with a peculiarly-shaped silk handker- 
chief, in which numerous smal! ci osses 
were marked. The crimson robe re- 
sembled in shape an English Clergy- 
man’s surplice, and the dress was cer- 
tainly handsome. 


Riwer Panda. 


Feb. 23—We re-embarken at day- 
light, and began to ascend the River 
Panda; which is a fine sheet of water, 
its banks richly covered, down to the 
border of the stream, with woods and 
gardens. In the woods, we saw in a- 
bundance the cocoa-nut and betel trees, 
and other species of the arica, the man- 
go, banian, jack, teak, plantain, pepper, 
and a variety of plants and trees, with 
which, being no botanist, | am unac- 
quainted. The river was full of fish ; 
the woods, of numerous species of va- 
riegated birds, some of them among the 
most beautiful plumage that I have ev- 
erseen. Isloated cottages among the 
woods ; steps carved rudely in the rocks 
from the riyer up to their doors , women 
washing ; and canoes passing lightly up 
and down-—added animation to this 
beautiful scene: and its effect was fur- 
ther heightened by the brilliant light of 
an Indian rising sun, darting at inter- 
vals through the thick foliage of the 
banian, or gilding the wavy tops of the 
lofty arica. 


Chenganoor. 


We arrived, pleased and gratified, 
and thankful forall, toour gracious Fa- 
ther, at the village of Chenganoor, 
where we breakfasted. It is about six 
miles E. by S. from Neranum. That 
of Chenganoor, is among the most an- 
cient of the Syrian Churches, but it is 
not possible to ascertain when it was 
built : the Catanars only reply to ques- 
tions on that head from civility, and by 
supposition ; as they are all remarka- 
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bly inattentive to, and consequently in- 
accurate in the dates which they assign 
to most things. 

In the Church were several foolish 
and wretchedly-executed daubs, paint- 
ed on the walls; and, among them,a 
representation of St. George and the 
Dragon. I inquired into the history of 
this mis-named saint, whom my coun- 
trymen have so extraordinarily chosen 
as their patron ; and what they told me 
of him coincided so exactly wih the 
accounts given of himin the silly Ro- 
man Catholic Legends, that, from this 
and some other circumstances, | should 


conjecture these paintings, stories, and | 


many even of the present Church Cere- 
monies and Processions, to have only 
existed among them since the times of 
the Portuguese Tyranny. When I ask- 
ed of what country they supposed St. 
George to have been a native, they 
told me ‘* He came from Rome.” 

We found, on enquiry, that at this 
Church they had not yet established any 
School, assigning extreme poverty as 
the cause : however. after a little con- 
versation, they consented to receive a 
Schoolmaster; and twenty principal 
householders agreed to contribute each 
four chuckrams* per month, as his sal- 
ary. One will consequently be sent 
from Cotym, or from some other place; 
as there is none eligible in this poor vil- 
lage. 

I forgot to remark, in my account of 
the Church, that on the wall inside 1s 
painted a calendar of their movable 
feasts, and the Syrian Confession. 

There is a petty native Rajah here, 
whose PALACE is in the village: he is 
about ten years old, and his people have 
not persecuted the Christians, as has 
been the case throughout the remain- 
der of the country. 


Pittencave. 


One mile further up the Panda, and 
on the opposite side to Cheganoor, is 
the Church of Callucherri; and three 
miles beyond, that of Puttencave, where 
we stopped to dine. The Church of 
the latter is large, and well situated on 
a hill rising from the water’s edge ; and 
the village to which it belongs extends, 
from the foot of it, some way down the 
bank of the river. 

After dinner, we walked through the 
bazar, in which are none but Christian 
inhabitants; and paid a visit to one of 


* A Chuckram is in value nearly the 
same as an English penny. 
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the Catanars and his wife, who have 
been married under the new regula- 
tions about fifteen months. She is a 
young girl, about sixteen or seventeen, 
with a pleasing countenance, and dres- 
sed with greater decency than is usual 
among them; but was, as may be sup- 
posed, not a little embarrassed, «i ha- 
ving to entertain the first two Europe- 
ans whom she liad perhaps ever seen. 
I should scarcely have thought this 
yisit worthy of remark, but from the 
singularity of such an event in India, 
and the very decided proof which it af- 
fords, how free the Syrians are from a 
rejudice, else so universally preva- 
ent there, of the dishonour sustained 
by aman of any rank, should his wife 
ihenes to be exposed to the gaze of a 


stranger. Most of the Catanars are 


now married: they had practised celi- 
bacy, according to their own account, 
only since the times of the Portuguese ; 
and they seem sincerely glad to have 
so unnatural and unscriptural a prac- 
tice discontinued. 


Sunday at Mavelicari. 


Feb. 25, 1821.—We remained here 
to-day, in order to keep the Sabbath ; 
and do noi intend setting out till after 
dark. 

When the Syrian Divine Service for 
the day was over, in which, for the first 
time, the PRAYERS, /as well as the portions 
of Scripture, were read in the Malaya- 
lim tongue, Mr. Bailey went through 
apart of the English Liturgy in the 
same language; and then preached 
ashort Sermon to them, on the ninth 
verse of the Fourth Chapter of the 
First Epistle of St. John. During 
the Sermon, contrary to their usual 
custom, they were all attention, and 
crowded one upon another, in order 
to get nearer to the Preacher. The 
Catanars appeared particularly struck, 
as much with the novelty,as with the in- 
terest of the scene; for this was the 
first Sermon which they had ever 
heard, it not being the custom among 
them to preach. But Mr. Bailey has 
exhorted them-to commence ; and I 
trast, 1s Time, they will: as yet, 
most of them are too ignorant them- 
selves of the Scripture to do so. 

Soon after the Sermon was ended, 
one of the Catanars called the atten- 
lion of the people to a Letter from 
the Metropolitan, forbidding a certain 
individual, who had been guilty of 
tome offence, the entrance of any 
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Church for the present. It is, in fact, 
a temporary excommunication ; but I 
am unacquainted with the merits of 
the case. 

The men and women are always in 
separate parts of the Church; but, 
with this exception, there is little deco- 
rum. Nevertheless, it was very re- 
markable, how different the attention 
of the people was during the Malaya- 
lim Prayers, from what they evinced 
during the few prayers which were yet 
recited in Syriac. The translation of 
our Liturgy into Malayalim 1s nearly 
completed. 

Several of the Syrians called on Mr. 
BaiJey in the afternoon ; and one or 
two of them, entering on the subject of 
his Sermon, recapitulated to him the 
whole scope of it; and observed, how 
much happier their brethren at Cotym 
were, who would have such frequent 
opportunities of hearing him preach. 

Previous to quitting Mavelicari, we 
had much and interesting conversation 
with the Catanar, who had read the 
prayers in Malayalim, on religious to- 
pics. He appeared to take a real in- 
terest in what was said, but rather lis- 
tened than spoke much: what he did 
say was appropriate and pleasing. 


Visit from the Metropolitan. 


On our return, we dined with Mr. 
and Mrs. Bailey ; and, in the evening, 
the Metropolitan came to us in state; 
which he had kindly consented to do, 
in order to afford me the gratification 
of seeing him in his pontifical robes. 
He wears a mitre on these occasions ; 
and the pastoral crook, or crozier, is 
carried before him. The latter is of a 
very ancient form, having the top or- 
namented with gold, and the staff made 
of polished black wood, witha stripe of 
silver descending spirally from the top 
to the bottom. After a short time he 
took off most of his robes, and kept on 
only the usual one of crimson silk. 

He sat and conversed with us for 
about an hour; and confirmed me in 
the impression which I had before re- 
ceived of him—that of his being a Gen- 
tleman and an humble Christian. He 
spoke in terms of warm gratitude of 
the benefits conferred on his people and 
himself, by the English Nation; and 
more especially by the excellent Colo- 
nel Munro, who seems beloved by them 
all. He allowed, unreservedly, the 
state of wretched ignorance in which 
the Syrians are plunged : and since the 
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arrival of the Missionaries, he found, 
from his conversation with them, that 
he had every thing to learn—all was 
new to hum. Heappeared particularly 
pleased with the well-known saying, 
whichjI begged Mr. Fenn to explain to 
him, of our reverend Sovereign, who 
wished that every man in his dominions 
“* might be able to read his Bible, and 
havea Bible to read.” When he at 
lengthretired, the three Missionaries 
accompanied him to his palankeen,* 
with the greatest respect and deference ; 
by which, and similar means, they ren- 
der him venerable in the eyes of his 
people, from the honour which the no- 
tice of Europeans in this country al- 
waysconfers; and thus, through his in- 
fluence, they will beable to introduce 
gradually into the Syrian Church, 
amendments corresponding with its 
gradual increase in the knowledge of 
the Gospel. 


Committee Meeting of the Missionaries. 


March 2—I accompanied Mr. Fenn 
tothe weekly meeting for committee 
business of the three Missionaries, at 
which the Metropolitan also attends. 
It opened with an earnest prayer to 
God, by Mr. Baker, for His gracious 
help, and for the influence of His Spirit, 
in guiding their counsels and labours, 
with asingle view to His glory. The 
Metropolitan took his share in the de- 
liberations. 

When the business was concluded, 
the Missionaries and I adjourned to the 
Chapel belonging to the College, and 
there partook of the most holy and bles- 
sed Sacrament, previously to my leav- 
ing them—it may be forever in t'is 
world ; for I intend, with God’s bles- 
sing, to re-commence my journey after 
dark ; and Mr. Fenn will accompany 
me on a visit to Cochin, and the north- 
ern division of the Syrian Churches. 
As soon as the Service was over, I went 
once more to hear the students and boys 
of the College examined, and was pileas- 
ed at their correctness as far as they 
had gone. 


Final Interview with the Metropolitan. 


We then visited the Metropolitan ; 
and it was not without some emotion of 
sorrow, that I finally quitted this vener- 


* This palankeen was a present from 
the Kanee of Travancore, and ts con- 
aidered as a mark of distinction. 
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able man. He received me, as before, 
in his little bed room ; the furniture of 
which consisted simply of a bed, three 
chairs#a very small table, a wooden 
chest, and a brasslamp ; from the can- 
opv of his bed, some dresses of ceremo-§ 
ny were hanging on a cord, and a very 
few books lay on the chest opposite the 
one small window. Besides this little 
room, he has one other, not much lar- 
ger, which is nearly empty. Such [ 
pictured to myself, the abode of ap 
Archbishop in the primitive ages of the! 
Church, before the progress of society: 
and civilization had effected a corres- 
ponding change. 

Ourconversation was short, consis- 
ting mainly of mutual good. wishes: but, 
before I went, he expressed a wish to 
have from England, a print of George 
the Third ; and entrusted me with @ 
commission, with which I was happy to 
be charged, of conveying a copy of the 
printed New Testament in Syriac, with 
a few lines on the first blank leaf, in his 
own hand writing, to the Patriarch of 
Antioch : and this | am to deliver per: 
sonally, if possible, on my intended 
overland journey to Europe. We theg 
parted. May our Heavenly Father 
bless him, and bestow on hima _ knowl 
edge of the Sacred Volume, commen- 
surate with his deep and unaffected hu 
mility and kindness! and may he_ be- 
come a light, burning and shining amid 
the spiritual darkness of this long neg- 
lected offspring of the Church of Antt 
och! 


ORDINATIONS. 


On the 15th June, in St. Stephen’ 
church, Wilkesbarre, Penn. the Rev. 
SAMUBL SITGREAVES, deacon, wa 
ordained by the Right Rev. Bishop 
White, to the holy order of the priest 
hood. . 

Ou the same day, in Richmond, Vit 
Mr. Sytvestrer Nasa, and Mr. Siral 
B. FREEMAN, were admitted by thé 
Right Rev. Bishop Moore, to the holf 
order of deacons; andthe Rev. Mr 
Putnam, deacon, to the holy order @ 
the priesthood. 

On the 30th June, in Stamford, 
Conn. the Rev. Amprose S. Topp, 
deacon, was ordained by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Brownell, to the holy or 
der of the priesthood. 


Erratum.—In page 196, of the las 
No., col. 1, line 24, for mere unhaf 
py, read less. 








